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Did the incident meet USFA 
criteria for line of duty death 

(LODD)?

YES

TRAUMA

TEAM

YES

YES

Structure fire death?*
YES

Investigate

Notes:

• Personnel and financial resources limit the number of investigations.

• All cases that fall under investigate may not be investigated.

• Prioritizations may change depending upon fatality data.

• Trauma investigations are contingent on receiving a formal request and cooperation from the involved department and union.
• Medical investigators reach out to the department once a case is selected and request their participation. Family participation is optional.
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NO
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Was the incident trauma 
related?

Did the death occur during 
training?*

Unique or emerging? (fatalities/
non-fatal injures/near misses)*

Heat or cold related death?

Unique or unusual death?

 Death during training 
involving physical exertion?

Investigate

Investigate

Investigate
NO

* Multiple traumatic
fatalities and/or multiple 

injury events will always be 
considered for priority. 

NO

Cardiac death age <45 years?
YES

Investigate

Investigate

Investigate

NO

Cardiac death involving 
physical exertion during 

response operations?
Investigate

YES
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