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Summary

* 25-year-old police officer was
fatally injured when he was
struck by a motorhome and
dragged under the trailer it
was pulling on a four-lane
interstate highway.

* The officer had responded to
a jackknifed and overturned
pickup/trailer combination
that was blocking an entrance .
ramp to the interstate Initial incider.mt the officers responded to, looking

southbound in the northbound lanes.
n 0 rt h bo u n d Ia n es . (Photo courtesy of Metropolitan Police Department.)
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Summary

e To assist with traffic control,
the officer positioned his
patrol unit south of the
entrance ramp in lane three,
and a Tennessee Department
of Transportation help truck
operator positioned his
vehicle next to the patrol unit
to block the shoulder and
lane four.

The incident scene showing the position of the patrol unit
and the help truck.

(Photo courtesy of Metropolitan Police Department.)




Summary

e The officer and help truck operator
were standing between their
vehicles, when a motorhome pulling
a trailer approached the scene in
lane three (lane second from the
right).

e The motorhome and trailer
sideswiped the help truck and struck
the officer. The officer was dragged
underneath the trailer for 116 feet
before the motor home came to a
stop. He died at the scene.

and Control

Evaluation

Program

Diagram of roadway where crash occurred.
(Not to Scale)



Contributing Factors

e Motorhome driver did not slow down and merge left.
e Positioning of patrol unit.
e Law enforcement officer standing in partially open lane.

e Law enforcement officer looking away from oncoming traffic;
discussing traffic control with help truck operator.

e Delay in updating dynamic message sign.
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e State, county, and municipal
authorities should consider promoting
public awareness campaigns to inform
motorists of the risks that law
enforcement officers face while
operating along the roadside and of
the need to follow “Move Over” laws.

* Law enforcement officers and other

emergency responders should identify _ _,___
d f . h Recreation of motorist visibility; 900 feet

and move to a safe area within an <outh of crash site.
establlshed tempora ry trafflc Control (Photo courtesy of Metropolitan Police Department.)
zone that minimizes their exposure to
oncoming vehicle traffic and should
maintain situational awareness.
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e Law enforcement agencies should
consider developing a standard
operating procedure that includes
guidance on how to properly establish
a temporary traffic control plan,
including advance warning and
transition areas for highway/roadway
emergency incidents.

 Emergency responders should consider
positioning patrol units and other
emergency vehicles as they arrive on- Example of temporary traffic control
scene to maximize the protected work tapered lane closure for

highway/roadway emergency incidents.

zone for the emergency responders, (Source: Wisconsin Department of Transportation

Emergency Traffic Control
and Scene Management Guidelines [WisDOT 2014)
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ENECUTIVE SUMMARY

O Dy 10, 2004, & Tyci-ald police olfficer wis Taslly
il wlhes be was Ak by & resihedes anl dog; osder
thee esmiler it ok pralling on & fsi-lune Sslertie bglaay
The alficsr hiad izl i i faacidhosiiead aid d
pcionpririer combxmeien e wis blockisg s estrsece
e 1o dhe intersse poabiboend lues To seie with iailic
conml, e efficer positoned bis paiml il sathof e
entrsnce sungis lane theee, and a Temewies: Deparmesyof
Teuieigus it bk 1uck operadnr fuisiin bis vehde
meal §s the gl i S bikeck the iboalder and bee for.
The afficer ind bk 1fuk opersini were stisling betwsen
Heeis vehiclen, s e help ks dever 'S side doar, wlen
& mslebiie palling @ eiker appioached the wene in lans
thsee (Lane sexnind Trivin (et Sght). The dSefver of (he
b reponad (e speed aml volome of wallie inlins
s s pess premvesied] him from novisg o ohe kel o s L
reiall, he amesypad o drive berween (he pelice cir and the The msidend scene shewing s

helpimuck. The belp mck opersor saw (he oacosing pusition of the painil unit asd de
mosiebe, yelled w ihe offices, snd me o of (he wey, e help truck.

ol wak usshie i do s The ssetorhome sl wailer (Fhate courtery af Macrepoiitan
Eidewiped (he hielptfuck and ek e sfficd The oficsr Folice Dupertmsnt |

i dra e endermeuh (e irder Foi 116 feel befine (he
e e me 1 @ Slog. Fie disd o (e seene

CONTEIBUTING FACTOES
Egy comsibuting Dacton idealificl i s mvautigaion mclale:
= ook deteer S sl dlow down sl menge kel
®  Pesitioning of el usi
®  Liw eafomenes olficer gandisg i y s lane:
®  Low erforesnesl afficer looking sy I cncoming salle:, dicng wadie soatml
wwilh sk ik eperanT
= Delay in aplating dyasms: s ksgs Sin

Download the full report: NIOSH LEO 2016-01



https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/leo/pdfs/L201601.pdf

Contact Us

Fatality Assessment and Control Evaluation
Surveillance and Field Investigations Branch
Division of Safety Research, NIOSH
1000 Frederick Lane, M/S 1808
Morgantown, West Virginia 26505-2888
FACE Web Site

Follow FACE on Twitter @ NIOSHFACE
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https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/face/
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