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Objectives

 Review data entry into NSHN 

 Demonstrate how to locate SSI resources available on the SSI 
Landing Page

 Review Alerts and Generating Datasets

 Demonstrate entering an SSI event and linking this event to a 
procedure



SSI Resources



SSI Landing Page



Protocol



Data Collection Forms and Instructions



SSI Event Form



SSI Event Table of Instructions



Denominator for Procedure 
Form



Denominator for Procedure 
Table of Instructions



FAQs



Operative Procedure Code 
Documents



Training Resources



Reporting Requirements and Monthly 
Reporting Plan



What is required to report?
 NHSN does not mandate reporting.

 NHSN is a mechanism for collecting and analyzing surveillance 
data, based on what a facility has chosen to enter in their Monthly 
Reporting Plan. 

 The decision to use NHSN depends on:

 CMS Inpatient Quality Reporting Program

 Your facility internal risk assessment

 Required reporting by your state or other organizations



Monthly Reporting Plan (MRP)

 MRP - informs NHSN which modules will be reported on during a 
given month

 If a module is included in the MRP, this is an agreement to follow 
the details of the module in its entirety

In-plan
 Module included in the MPR
 NHSN surveillance protocol(s) will be 

used, in its entirety.
 Data included in NHSN annual reports 

or other NHSN publications.
 Submitted to CMS in accordance with 

CMS’s Quality Reporting Program

Off-plan
 Module NOT included in the MPR
 NHSN surveillance protocol(s) is NOT

required to be used, in its entirety.
 Data NOT included in NHSN annual 

reports or other NHSN publications.



Adding Monthly Reporting Plan



Adding Monthly Reporting Plan



Adding Monthly Reporting Plan



Adding Monthly Reporting Plan for Procedure-
Associated Module: Example



Adding Monthly Reporting Plan for Procedure 
Associated Module:  Copy from Previous Month



Completing the SSI Event 
(Numerator) Form



Event information



SSI Event Form:  Patient Level Data



SSI Event Form: Tissue level and SSI criteria met 



SSI Event Form:  Additional Details



Completing the Procedure
(Denominator) Form



Procedure Information



Procedure Form:  Required 
and Conditional 
Requirements



Data Entry



Data Entry Screens
3 Options: Add, Find, Incomplete

• Click ‘Add’ to enter data

• ‘Find’ is used to look for 
previously entered data forms.

• ‘Incomplete’ lists the forms that 
have been started, but all the 
required fields have not been 
completed.

The ‘Find’ and ‘Incomplete’ options are very 
useful for investigating data quality issues. 



Data Entry Sources:  Patient



Data Entry Sources:  Event



Data Entry Sources:  Procedure



Data Entry Sources:  Survey 



NHSN User Data Entry



CSV Upload



Upload of Procedure Data
 NHSN recommends CSV file
 Supporting Materials on SSI landing page



CSV Upload Reminders
 Header row MUST match variable name
 Fields can be imported in any order
 No duplicates 
 Exclude blank spaces
 Those fields marked in yellow are optional



Linking a Procedure to Event



Linking a Procedure to an Event



Linking a Procedure to an Event



Enter the Event Details



Generating Datasets



First Resolve any Alerts

NOTE: Unresolved alerts will prevent data 
from showing up in SIR reports



Generating Datasets 

 After data entry is complete and all  
alerts are resolved

 Generate datasets so that all data 
crosses over for use in Analysis reports



Generating Datasets



Generating Datasets:  Complete



contact the NHSN Helpdesk at nhsn@cdc.gov
For any questions or concerns,

For more information please contact Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
1600 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30333
Telephone, 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)/TTY: 1-888-232-6348
E-mail: cdcinfo@cdc.gov Web: www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

mailto:nhsn@cdc.gov
mailto:cdcinfo@cdc.gov
http://www.cdc.gov/
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