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Overview

 2021 SSI Protocol Updates
 Refresher – SSI Protocol
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2021 SSI Protocol Updates
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2021 SSI Protocol Update 
Addition – Page 9-3
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2021 SSI Protocol Update
Clarification – Page 9-4
Operative Procedure Codes Section:
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2021 SSI Protocol Update
Clarification – Page 9-25
Denominator Reporting Instruction #9:
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Refresher – SSI Protocol
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Refresher – SSI Surveillance Period

 A visit to the operating room [OR] for an NHSN operative procedure begins a 30-day or 90-day SSI surveillance period. 
 A return trip to the OR via the same surgical site ends the surveillance period for the prior NHSN operative procedure 

and begins a new SSI surveillance period if an NHSN operative procedure is performed.
 Only one SSI event can be cited per procedure* 

– SSI event is reported at the deepest tissue level where SSI criteria are met within the surveillance period
 A patient with multiple trips to the OR for NHSN operative procedures has multiple opportunities for SSI citation [may 

have multiple SSIs].
*Only if the procedure has a primary and secondary incision site [such as CBGB], two SSI events can be attributed to the procedure [SIS & DIS available].
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Refresher – PATOS [SSI Event Reporting Instruction #3]
 Required field found on SSI Event form 

 PATOS determinations come directly from 
the narrative portion of the intra-operative 
report.
– The 'narrative' of the intra-operative report 

should be the pieces of information dictated 
by the surgeon which reflect what is 'seen' 
and 'done' during the procedure.

– Diagnosis, 'indication for surgery' and/or other 
headings routinely included in the operative 
report are not allowed for use with PATOS.
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Refresher – PATOS [SSI Event Reporting Instruction #3]

 Evidence of infection [such as abscess, purulence] documented in the 
narrative of the intra-operative report must be at the same tissue level 
of subsequent SSI in order to state PATOS = Yes.

 Imaging findings, laboratory findings, wound classification assignment 
and other information outside of the narrative are not eligible for 
PATOS. 

 PATOS SSI events are still SSI events and must be reported to NHSN.

 SSI Training: PATOS Quick Learn titled “Surgical Site Infection (SSI) Event 
PATOS – Infection Present at Time of Surgery”
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Refresher – ‘With No Other Recognized Cause’ used in 
site-specific criteria
 Physician documentation that specifically states there is 

another recognized cause for the sign/symptom [the 
sign/symptom is due to something other than infection]
– The local facility must make this determination based on the 

documentation available in the medical record.
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Refresher – Gross Anatomical Exam 

 Evidence of infection elicited or visualized on physical examination or 
observed during an invasive procedure; what is seen and documented, 
for instance:
– Intraabdominal abscess visualized during an invasive procedure 

[such as during surgery]

– Visualization of pus or purulent drainage from the surgical site 
[including from a drain into the surgical site]

Reminder: Imaging test findings cannot be applied as gross 
anatomic evidence of infection.
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Refresher – Gross Anatomical Exam 
 SSI only: Abdominal pain or tenderness post Cesarean section (CSEC) or 

hysterectomy (HYST or VHYS) is sufficient gross anatomic evidence of 
infection without an invasive procedure to meet general Organ/Space 
SSI criterion ”c” when OREP or EMET is also met. 

– Allowing the documentation of abdominal pain or tenderness as 
gross anatomic evidence of infection to meet general Organ/Space 
SSI criterion “c”, enables the user to report an SSI-OREP or SSI-EMET. 
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Refresher – Operative Procedure Codes
 Broad use of procedure codes in healthcare provides NHSN with a tool to 

standardize reporting of SSIs within each category.

 Procedure codes are required for identifying the correct NHSN operative 
procedure category but not required to be entered into the application.
– In the future, NHSN may move toward requiring procedure codes

 Possible benefits to a facility when procedure codes are entered into the 
application: 
– Identify the specific procedures/procedure codes associated with increased SSI risk
– Assist with tailoring prevention strategies to specific procedures
– Allow precise feedback to surgeons based on specific procedures 
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Refresher – Accuracy in reported data

 Please ensure data that are submitted to NHSN is accurate
– Many of the data elements collected are used in the risk adjustment of 

the SIR denominator and impacts your SIR

 NHSN conducts regular assessments of the completeness, accuracy and 
timely submission of the data received in NHSN
– NHSN conducts data quality outreach to facilities based on results from 

regular data quality assessments 
– Facilities are encouraged to correct their data per the details provided 

in the data quality outreach email
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Refresher – Requesting an SSI Case Review

 Please provide NHSN your thoughts regarding the case you are 
requesting for review. 
– Clearly outline your question(s). 
– Include the elements of the criteria for which you are having 

difficulty making a determination.

 Our hope is that the case review process will be educational for you for 
making future determinations. [Please refer to SSI FAQ Q1 that outlines 
elements needed].
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Refresher – Resources available for SSI

 Protocols – Chapter 9 & 17
 FAQs
 Quick Learns
 Annual Training
 Self-Paced Online Trainings
 Table of Instructions for Forms



18

Are you viewing this training video during March 2021? 
Please submit questions to be answered during the live Q&A session. You can 
select the title of the presentation and submit your question using the form 
located on the 2021 NHSN Training webpage. 

If you are viewing this training video after March 2021, please submit any 
questions about the content of the presentation to NHSN@cdc.gov. 

Additional NHSN training resources: 
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/training/

Training Questions: NHSNTrain@cdc.gov

mailto:NHSN@cdc.gov
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/training/
mailto:NHSNTrain@cdc.gov
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For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Thank you for viewing this 2021 NHSN 
Training presentation! 
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