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SYMBOLS AND NOTES 

Data not available (three dashes)---------- ---
Category not applicable (three dots)-------- ... 
Magnitude less than one-half of the unit 

used .................................. 0 or 0.0 


Magnitude of the sampling error precludes
showing separate estimates - - - ---- - - - ---- (*) 

NOTE: Due to rounding detailed figures 
within tables may not add to totals 



HOSPITAL DISCHARGES 


INTRODUCTION 

In the United States there are  approximately 
115 discharges from short-stay hospitals in a 
year among every 1,000 persons alive at the end 
of the year. These figures refer to the civilian 
noninstitutional populatirm. The rate of hospital 
discharges .among females, 140.9 per 1,000 per- 
sons, exceeds that for males, 87.5 per 1,000 
persons. Even when hospitalization for deliveries 
is excluded the hospitalization rate for females 
(99.4 per 1,000) is greater, but the excess is 
confined to the ages between 15 and 54 years. 

Excluding deliveries, the rate of hospitaliza- 
tion increases with age from 55 discharges per 
1,000 children of ages 5-14 to 154 per 1,000 per- 
sons aged 75 years and over. Similarly, the 
average length of hospital stay increases with 
age, ranging from 4.7 days to 15.8 days per epi- 
sode for the age groups mentioned. 

This report includes hospitalization data by 
age, sex, geographic region, race, income, and 
other characteristics of the population. It isbased 
upon data obtained in health interviews during 
the period July 1958 through June 1960. An ear-
lier report from the U. s. National Health Survey, 
Series B, No. 7, for the year July 1957 through 
June 1958, included similar data on hospitaliza- 
tion. However, the two reports are  not suitable 
for trend analysis because, in this report sev- 
eral changes have been made which influence 
the estimates presented. The most important 
processing innovation is the use of a six-month- 
recall period instead of the one-year-reference 
period used in the earlier report (B-7). Afurther 
change is the presentation of average annual 
estimates based on two years of data collection. 
The increased stability gained by extending the 
collection period is offset somewhat by reducing 
the recall period to six months. These processing 
methods a re  explained in more detail later in the 
text and in Appendix I.  

This report was prepared by Kenneth W .  Haase of the U. S. Na-
tional Health SUNW staff. 

SOURCE AND 

QUALIFICATION OF DATA 


The Health Interview Survey derives data 
from a continuous probability sampling of the 
civilian, noninstitutional population of the United 
States. The tables in this report present esti-
mates of the number of hospital discharges and 
number of hospital days for patients discharged 
from short-stay hospitals in the United States. 
The data were collected in approximately 75,000 
households, comprising 245,000 persons, during 
the two-year-interview period. 

During each of the 104 weeks during the 
two-year period interviews were  conducted in a 
different sample of households. In addition to 
information on other health and demographic 
characteristics, the hospitalization experience of 
household members for the 12 months prior to the 
week of interview was obtained. Methodological 
studies conducted by the National Health Survey 
relating to the reporting of hospital experiences 
in interview surveys indicate that information 
reported for the most recent six months of a 
one-year-recall period tends to be more accurate 
than that reported for the earlier part of the 
reference period. Therefore, in the processing 
of the data the hospital experience reported for 
individuals during the 6-month period immedi- 
ately preceding the week of interview was ad- 
justed to serve as  a basis for the estimated 
annual number of hospitalizations. 

Each of the 104 weekly samples obtained 
during the interview period, July 1958-June 1960, 
provides an independent estimate of the hospital 
experience for the population during the previous 
six months. Therefore, averaging of these 104 
weekly samples yields an estimate of the hos- 
pital utilization during an average six-month 
period. Multiplying, this estimate by two yields 
an average annual estimate which is based on 
"hospital experience reported during the interview 
period, July 1958-June 1960, for discharges oc- 
curring between January 1958 and June 1960. 

Additional detailed information about the 
methods employed for producing these estimates, 
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a description of the statistical design of the 
household survey, and general qualifications of 
the data presented in this report are given in 
Appendix I. All  estimates in this report arebased 
on information obtained from a sample of the pop- 
ulation rather than from the entire population, 
and are  therefore subject to sampling error. 
Particular attention should be given to the section 
entitled "Reliability of Estimates" which includes 
sampling error tables and instructions for their 

=use. 
A general limitation of all data obtained by 

household interviews is that the data are  no 
better than the respondent's knowledge and ability 
to recall the correct answers to specific ques- 
tions. A s  discussed earlier in this report, using 
only those hospital experiences occurring during 
the most recent six months prior to interview 
as  a basis for the annual estimate reduces bias 
due to faulty memory. 

Hospital discharges of inpatients who were 
not hospitalized for at least one night have been 
excluded. Therefore, the estimates produced are 
less than those which may be obtained by means 

of hospital records of all discharged patients. 
Some indication of the proportion of inpatients who 
do not remain in the hospital overnight was ob- 
tained by the Indiana Experimental HospitalMor- 
bidity Study for 1960, conducted by the State Board 
of Health of Indiana. In this study itwas found that 
of 11,159 inpatients in the sample, 2.7 percent were  
discharged on the same day they were  admitted. 

Definitions of a hospital discharge and of 
other terms used in this report are given in 
Appendix 11. Since many of these terms have 
specialized meanings for the purposes of this 
survey, familiarity with these definitions will 
assist the reader in interpreting the data. 

Questions 21 and 22 in figure 1 are designed 
tg obtain from the respondent information as to 
whether or not members of the household have 
been in any type of institution defined as a 
hospital according to the survey. Question 22 
was not intended for the purpose of estimating 
the volume of care in nursing homes o r  sani-
tariums. It was included only to elicit informa-
tion on episodes in establishments which are 

Table II - Hospitalization During Past Twelve Months, 
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in fact hospitals as defined by the Health lnter- DISCHARGES, FROM
view Survey, but which otherwise might not have 
been reported because respondents did not con- SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS 
sider the establishment as a hospital. 

An enay is made in each of the columns of Al l  data presented in this report are based 
.table I1 for every episode of hospitalization that on estimates of the average annual number of 
is reported in response to the hospitalization- hospital discharges and the number of hospital 
recall questions. days for patients discharged from short-stay 

The information obtained in table I1 permits hospitals. They exclude discharges and days for 
the identification and counting of admissions, persons who died during the year prior to the 
discharges, and number of days of hospital stay. interview. A s  might be expected, this exclusion 
Column (h)provides the reason for hospitalization. makes a considerable difference in the older 

atIf the respondent reported more than one condi- age groups but much less difference the 

tion, each condition was recorded. During the younger ages. 

coding process however, the condition which was 

believed to have contributed the major portion 

of the hospital stay was selected for tabulation. Discharges, Hospital' Days, and Length-

The coding was done in accordance with the of-Stay Intervals by Age and Sex 

International Classification of Diseases, 1955, 

as modified for use in.the Health Interview During the period covered by the interviewing 

Survey. A l l  operations were recorded in column there was an average annual estimate of 19,875,000 

(9* patients --- - from short-stay hospitals. 
discharged-

Column (j) in the questionnaire serves several The total hospital stay for these patients amounted 
purposes. First, it makes it possible to determine to 166,935,000 days. Table-1 prZenG-these es-
if the institution reported is one that meets the timates by sex and age. Table 2 presents the 
definition of a hospital used in this survey (see same information but excludes hospitalized de- 
Appendix 11). In case the institution named is liveries so that more meaningful comparisons 
not a hospital, the reported event is excluded of discharge rates for males and females can 
from the statistics. If the institution is defined be made. In delivery cases, only the departure 
as  a hospital, it is then classified as  to type of of the mother from the hospital was considered 
ownership, type of service, and whether o r  not as a discharge; a newborn, well infant was not 
it is a short-stay hospital. included as  a hospital discharge. For this report 

The entire questionnaire is reproduced in deliveries are limited to the ages 15 to 54 years. 
Appendix 111 so the reader may understand the Table A, which shows the number of dis-
context in which the hospital data were collected. charges and hospital days for deliveries, has 
This questionnaire is the one used during the been presented in order to give the reader some 
interview period of July 1958 to June 1959. indication of the proportion of deliveries in those 

-

Pa t i en t s  discharged 
f o r  del ivery Hospital days f o r  dei ivery 

Age 
i n  thou- 
Number 

sands 
female 

Number 
per 1,000 

POP"-
d i s t r i -
Percent 

bution 
i n  thou- 
Number 

sands 
female 

Number 
per 1,000 

POPU-
d i s t r i -
Percent 

bution 

Average
length 
Of stayi n  days 

l a t i o n  l a t i o n  

A l l  ages- 3,681 41.5 100.0 15,721 177.1 100 .o 4.3 

15-24- - - -- - ----
25-34----------
35-44----------
45-54----- -----

1,606 
1,691 

379 
5 

135.9 
145.8 
31.4 
0.5 

43.6 
45.9 
10.3 
0.1 

6,557 
7,304 
1,829 

30 

554.7 
629.7 
151.5 

2.9 

41.7 
46.5 
11.6 
0.2 

4.1 
4.3 
4.8 
6 .O 
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tables where they have not been excluded from 
the data. The number of deliveries presented in 
this table, 3,681,000, is less than the 4,159,000 
hospital births reported by the National Vital 
Statistics Division for the calendar year 1959. 
There are  several factors that may account 
for this difference. Of major consideration is 
that only those deliveries occurring in establish- 
ments that met the more restrictive definition 
of a hospital (see Appendix I1 for definition of 
"Short-Stay Hospital") were included in Health 
Interview Survey data, while National Vital Sta- 
tistics Division considered as  a hospital birth 
all births that occurred in any establishment 
that provided inpatient care. The figure produced 
by National Vital Statistics Division is a -- _ _count 
of all births occurring in hospitals, whereas the- _ _  
Health Interview Survey estimate is -based on 
the number of women who are  hospitalized for 
delivery, with the result that multiple births are 
recorded as  a single delivery. Furthermore, 
since Health Interview Survey data refer only 
to persons alive at the time of interview, the 
hospital experience of women who died during 
or subsequent to delivery are  not included inthe 
estimate for deliveries. In addition the total num- 
ber of discharges for deliveries as shownintable 
A is slightly less than the number of deliveries 
shown as a category of surgical operations in 
table 25. This is due to theassignmentto the dis-
charge of only the major condition causing the hos- 

w 
I-

2 
OO l'o 20 20 do do i o  710 20 90 

A G E  

Figure 2. Average number of patients discharged per 1,000 popula-
tion per year by sex and age. 
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Figure 3. Average length of hospitol stay for patients discharged 
6y  sex and age. 

pitalization when multiple conditions were present, 
while several surgical procedures may be as- 
signed to a single discharge. 

The exclusion of deliveries from the datanot , 
only decreases considerably the number of dis-
charges (fig. 2) but also increases the average 
length of stay (fig. 3) for the female population in 
the childbearing age groups. This is due to the 
comparatively short length of hospital stay for de- 
liveries in relation to other hospitalized conditions. 

Although the rate of hospital discharges per 
1,000 population is higher for females (99.4) than 
it is for males (87.5) even after deliveries have 
been excluded, the average length of stay for 
males is 2.1 days longer than the average length 
of stay for females. Certain conditions which 
generally require different lengths of stay tend to 
occur more frequently in a particular sex group 
a s  shown in tables 19 and 20. The number of 
female discharges for all genitourinary system 
conditions, excluding deliveries, was 1,681,000 
with an average length of stay of 5.7 days, 
while the number of male discharges for all 
genitourinary system conditions was only 590,000 
with an average length of stay of 10.8 days. On 
the other hand, heart disease, which is charac-
terized by a relatively long length of hospital 
stay, was more common among males, 383,000 
discharges with an average length of stay of 
17.2 days. For females there were 292,000 dis-
charges involving heart conditions with an average 
length of stay of 15.1 days. 



Of the total patients discharged from short- 
stay hospitals, 57.8 percent had a length of stay 
of less than 6 days, and 88.4 percent stayed less 
than 15 days (table 3). The length of stay in- 
creased markedly with age. Of the 2,183,000 
discharged patients aged 65 years and over, 
28.1 percent had a length of stay of 15 or  more 
days as  compared with 13.7 percent for all 
ages when deliveries are excluded. 

Table 4 presents the average annual number 
of hospital days by length-of-stay interval ac- 
cording to age and sex, including and excluding 
deliveries. The increased. length of stay among 
older persons is also apparent in this table. 
Of the total number of hospital days for persons 
65 years and over, 66.1 percent were associated 
with hospital stays of 15 or  more days as com-
pared with 47.8 percent for persons under 65 
years of age (excluding deliveries). 

Gieographic Region and  Residence 

The estimated number of hospital discharges 
per 1,000 population as  presented in table 5 
shows some degree of variation among the 
four regions of the United States. This variation 
in regional estimates, although present to some 
extent for males, is evident to a greater degree 
for the female population (fig. 4). Variation in aver- 
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' igure 4. Average number of patients discharged per 7,000 popula-

tion per year by region and sex.  

age length of hospital stay is also present among 
regions, with length of stay ranging from 7.3 
days in the South to 10.2 days in the Northeast 
(table 6). 

Hospital utilization varied considerably by 
area of residence (tables 7 and 8). Expressed as 
a rate per 1,000 population the number of dis- 
charges for both sexes was 95.6 in rural-farm 
areas, 115.0 in urban areas, and 122.8 in rural-
nonfarm areas. The rate of hospitalization was 
lower in rural-farm areas than in other areGs 
of residence for both males and females with 
most of the age-sex groups reflecting this lower 
rate. The average length of hospital stay was 
higher in urban than in rural-farm and nonfarm 
areas, with the hospital stays for males and fe-
males both contributing to this difference. 

An explanation of these regional and resi-
dential variations in the number of hospitaliza- 
tions as  well as  in the average length of stay 
would require a detailed study of social and 
economic differences, hospital accessibility, and 
other related factors. 

Social and Economic Characteristics 

There isconsiderable difference in the degree 
of hospital utilization between white and nonwhite 
persons. In terms of discharges per 1,000 pop-
ulation, the rate for white persons, 117.8, was 
higher than that for the nonwhite population, 
92.2 (table 9). Only in the female age group 
15-24 years did the nonwhite rate match that 
of the white rate. There appears to be less 
difference in the rates of hospitalization of white 
and nonwhite persons between ages 15 and 44 
than at younger or  older ages. For females this 
may be due to the relatively large proportion 
of deliveries in this age range, for which hos- 
pitalization is common practice in both racial 
groups. The average length of hospital stay for 
the nonwhite population, 9.2 days, was longer 
than that for the white population, 8.3 days (table 
10). 

Differences in rates of hospitalization in the 
white and nonwhite populations cannot be ex-
plained as simply differences in health charac- 
teristics; they are also associated with a num- 
ber of social and economic factors of a com- 
plexity beyond the scope of this report. 

Family income as  presented in tables 11 
and 12 can be employed as  a measure of economic 
status only in a very general sense. These tables, 
which show hospital discharges, hospital days, 
,and average length of stay by amount of family 
income, do not take into consideration the size 
of the family, the amount of incurred expenses, 
and other factors which affect theeconomic status 
of the family. 
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Since many studies have shown that a definite 
relationship exists between income and education, 
table B has been prepared to show the number of 
hospital discharges and days by family income 
and education. Within each of the two broad fam- 
ily income groups the number of hospital dis-
charges per 1,000population was lower for per- 
sons whose head of family had less than 9 years 
of education than for those whzre the head of the 
family had 9 o r  more years of education. However, 
the average length of stay was longest for per- 
sons whose head of family had less than 9 years 
of education for both of the income groups 
shown. When analyzing the relationship between 
family income and any measurement of health 
it must be kept in mind that low family income 
may be either the cause o r  the result of poor 
health. 

The rate of discharges per 1,000 popula-
tion for persons who are  reported as  "keeping 
house'' was markedly higher than the rate for 
other usual activity status groups (table 13). 
Since the "keeping house" group consists pri- 
marily of married females, the large number 
of discharges for delivery in this group is pri-
marily responsible for the high rate of hospital- 
ization. 

The number of discharges per 1,000persons 
classified as  "other" activity status was 248.1 

for the age group 65 years and over. A large 
proportion of persons reported as "other" in 
the older age groups were persons who were 
probably too ill to work but were not reported 
to be retired. 

The number of hospital days and the aver- 
age length of stay by usual activity status is 
presented in table 14. The average length of 
stay for women reported as  "keeping house" was 
0.6 days longer than it was for women reported 
as "usually working." This longer average length 
of hospital stay for the "keeping house" group 
occurred in spite of the fact that most of the 
hospitalizations for delivery, which have com- 
paratively short average length of stay, were in 
the "keeping house" group. An explanation is 
that women reported as  "keeping house" gen- 
erally remain in this category throughout life 
while the "usually working" persons as  they be- 
come older move into the "retired" o r  "other" 
categories. Hence, a proportionally larger num- 
ber of the "keeping house'' group are  found in 
the older age groups. Other data from the 
National Health Survey indicate that age for 
age the working population is a select group 
with respect to health. 

The average annual number of patients dis- 
charged and hospital days by household com- 
position are presented in tables 15 and 16. The 

Table B. Average annual population, number of p a t i e n t s  discharged, and number per 1,000 
population; average annual number of hosp i t a l  days and average length of s t a y  by 
known family income and education of family head: discharges from short-s tay hospi- 
t a l s ,  United S ta t e s ,  1958-1960 

Known family income 
and education of 

family head 

Under $4.000 

Under 9 years of school---------
9+ years of school--------------

$4,000+ 


Under 9 years of school---------
9+ years of school--------------

Average 
annua1 

POPU-
l a t ion  
with 
known 

family 
income 

32,682 

26,465 


23,935 

75,035 


~~~~~ 

Average annual 

number of 


pa t i en t s  discharged 


Number Number 
i n  per 1,000 

thou- POPU-
sands 

7,137 120.7 


3,614 110.6 
3,524 133.2 

11,190 113..1 


2,533 105.8 

8,656 115.4 


Average 
annual Average 

number of length 
hospi ta l  of s t a y  

days i n  i n  days 
thou sands 

68,072 9.5 

~~ 

37,685 10.4 
30,387 8.6 


82,875 7.4 


24,112 9.5 

58,763 6.8 
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by household Composition and age. 


extent of hospital utilization as illustrated in 
figure 5 shows a definite relationship to living 
arrangements. Persons who lived in households 
which contained no persons related to them 
tended to have higher rates of hospital dis-
charges and also remained in the hospital for 
a much longer time than did persons who lived 
with relatives. 

One of the major reasons for the lower hos- 
pital utilization rate for the "living with relatives" 
group is that it contains almost all of the popula- 
tion under the age of 15, and this group has the 
lowest rate of hospital utilization. On the other 
hand the "living with relatives" group accounts for 
most of discharges for delivery. Table C illus-

trates the effect that the exclusion of deliveries 
has on the data relating to females aged 15 to 44. 
When deliveries are excluded, the rate of dis-
charges per 1,000 population is very similar for 
females living with relatives and for those living 
with nonrelatives for the age group 15 to 44. The 
average length of stay changes very littlewiththe 
exclusion of deliveries. 

The high rate of hospital utilization among 
persons living alone or  with nonrelatives may 
have been due to their being in a less favorable 
position for receiving proper care at home when 
they were ill. 

Persons 65 years of age and over who were 
reported as living alone had a lower rate of hos- 
pital discharges than persons of the same age 
in the other two categories of household com-
position. A possible reason for this difference 
i s  that persons who a re  65 years and over and 
living alone could be expected to be in relatively 
good health. Aged persons who may at one time 
have lived alone would attempt to change their 
living arrangements when they became ill. 

Hospital Ownership and Type of Service 

Table 17 presents the average annual num- 
ber and percent distribution of hospital dis-
charges and days by type of hospital owner-
ship according to sex. The reader should keep 
in mind that these statistics relate only to short- 
stay hospitals. The number of days of hospitali- 
zation in governmentally owned hospitals is 
estimated at 26.7 percent of the total days in 
short-stay hospitals (table 17). If long-stay hos- 
pitals were included, the percentage of days in 
government hospitals would be substantially high- 
er because of the high proportion of mental, 
tuberculosis, and other chronic illness hospitals 
under government o%ership.- 

The average length of stay is long in Fed- 
eral hospitals and particularly in those operated 

Table C .  Average annual number of patients discharged, number per 1,000 population, and 
average length of stay for females 15-44 years of age, excluding deliveries,  by 
household composition: United States, 1958-1960 

1 Females 15 to  44, excluding deliveries 

Average annual discharges Household composition 

1,000 

thousands population 

~ 

Living alone-------------------------- 133 161.6 
Living with nonrelatives-------------- 83 106.4 
Living with relatives----------------- 3,819 112.7 

Average 

length of 


stay 

i n  days 


7.1 

9.9 

6.2 
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by the Veterans Administration. The average 
length of stay per discharge from veterans 
hospitals is an estimated 41.2 days as compared 
with 8.4 days for all hospital discharges. It is 
possible that veterans often go to local hospitals 
for minor illnesses when the expected expense 
is relatively small or  covered by insurance, 
but are likely to use hospital facilities provided 
by the Veterans Administration when a long and 
expensive period of hospitalization isanticipated. 
There a re  many other factors such as age, types 
of conditions, and lack of facilities for care at 
home which affect length of stay in government 
hospitals as compared with nongovernment hos- 
pitals.

Data on hospitalization by type of service 
are presented in table 18. 'Type of hospital serv- 
ice" refers to the predominant type of cases 
for which the hospital provides care, and not 
necessarily the type of service received by the 
patient (see Appendix I1 for the definition of 
"type of hospital service"). This explains the 
hospital discharges of a small number of males 
from maternity hospitals. These may be staff 
personnel, emergency cases, or male infants 
retained beyond normal date of discharge due 
to some illness o r  condition. 

Condition for Which Hospitalized 

The average annual number of discharges and 
days by condition for which hospitalized and sex 
is presented in tables 19 and 20. Since these 
tables are based on discharges from short-stay 
hospitals, the rates shown represent only a part 
of the total hospitalization for conditions such 
as mental disorder, tuberculosis (included in the 
"infective and parasitic diseases" category), and 
certain other degenerative conditions for which 
patients a r e  usually hospitalized in long-stay 
hospitals or institutions. However, in recent 
years an increasing number of general hospitals 
provide some facilities for mental conditions. 
This increase is reflected in the estimated 
407,000 patients hospitalized for "mental and 
personality disorders" that were discharged from 
short-stay hospitals. 

These conditions are not shown according to 
age in the detailed tables because such detail for 
many conditions would contain estimates of very 
low volume in certain age groups, and therefore 
subject to high samp€ing error. For this reason, 
conditions have been arranged in a few major 
groups and presented in tables according to 
appropriate age groupings (tables D, E, and 
F). Table D contains a list of conditions that 
occur frequently in all age groups. Table E 
includes those conditions which occur more 

frequently in persons under 45 years of age. 
Table F includes those conditions most common 
to persons in age groups 45 years and over. 
Several factors should be kept in mind in in- 
terpreting the data in these tables. Within some 
of the broad classes of conditions shown, the 
specific types of conditions may vary consid- 
erably with age. For example, a high propor- 
tion of fractures and dislocations among chil-
dren and young adults involve the extremities, 
with short duration of stay, whereas among 
older persons many such injuries involve hips 
or  bone processes for which the hospital stay 
may be long. It should also be recalled that 
these data do not include persons who were 
dead on discharge or died subsequently during 
the year before the interview. This exclusion 
undoubtedly influences the age distribution and 
length of stay by type of condition. For example, 
the proportion of persons over 65 years of age 
who have been hospitalized for heart conditions 
or  neoplasms would be higher i f  the deceased 
were included, as  in studies based on hospital 
records. 

Condition for which hospitalized is shown 
in tables 21 and 22 according to whether or not 
the patient discharged was surgically treated 
for the hospitalized condition. Since surgical 
treatment in these tables pertains only to surgery 
for the hospitalized condition, a small percentage 
of these patients classified as  not surgically 
treated actually had surgery performed on them 
during their hospital stay, but for a condition 
other than the one coded as  the condition for 
which hospitalized. The difference in the total 
column of table 21 and that for table 23, which 
shows the number of discharges with surgical 
operation, indicates that an estimated 59,000 
discharged patients had operations for  conditions 
other than the condition for which they were 
hospitalized. 

Surgical Operations 

The number of hospital discharges and days, 
by whether or  not the patient had surgeryper- 
formed during the hospital stay by sex and age, 
is presented in tables 23 and 24. 

Since, in the National Health Survey, pa- 
tients hospitalized for delivery are  considered 
a s  patients "with surgery," the rate of sur-
gical operations was highest for females aged 
15 to 44 years,  165.1 per 1,000 population 
(table 23). 

Only 38.7 .percent of patients discharged 
aged 65 years and over reported "surgery" per- 
formed during their hospital stay, while the 
percentage of all discharged patients who re-
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Table D. Average annual number of patients discharged and hospital days, number of discharges per 

1,000 population, and average length of stay €or selected conditions1 by age: discharges from 

short-stay hospitals, United States, 1958-1960 


Average

annual 


Selected condition number 

in 
 Under 15 15-34 35-44 45-64 65+
thousands 


Discharges 


Other respiratory conditionsz------ 1,143 7.a 4.5 5.3 6.4 11.o 
Genitourinary conditions, ex- 
cluding deliveries---------------- 1,606 2.5 9.5 15.9 12.1 16.6
Hernia----------------------------- 516 2.8 4..4 3.9 5.4 9.7 
Fractures and dislocations--------- 779 4.9 8.2 5.3 ' 6.1 7.1 
Other current injuries------------- 1,084 2.7 0.9 3.1 4.9 5.6 = Average length of stay in days 

Other respiratory conditions'------ 8,419 6.1 10.4 

Genitourinary conditions, ex- 

cluding deliveries---------------- 13,421 6.5 14.8 

Hernia----------------------------- 4,091 3.7 9.a 11.5 

Fractures and dislocations--------- 11,509 7.5 12.1 12.6 17.a 23.4 

Other current injuries------------- a, 267 7.3 6.4 7.6 8.3 11.4 


'See Appendix I1 for conditions included in each category. 

'Other respiratihy'conditions include influenza, bronchitis, pneumonia, snd other lower respiratory conditions. 

Table E. Average annual number of patients discharged and hospital days, number of discharges per 

1,000 population, and average length of stay for selected conditions' characteristic of per-

.sons under 45 years of age: discharges from short-stay hospitals, United States, 1958-1960 


~ 

Average

annual 


Selected condition number 

in 


thousands 
 Under 15 15- 34 35-44 45+ 


Discharges Number of discharges per 1,000 population 


412 2.8 I 2.4 2.7 1.8 
1,441 18.6 5.6 3.2 2.oI443 2.4 4.5 2.4 1.1 

3,681 - 73.9 16.3 0.1 

666 - 12.6 4.5 0 .o* Average length of stag in days 

4,640 8.8 10.5 10.4 16.7 
3,331 1.9 2.8 3.6 4.6 
2,a49 5.9 6.1 6.9 8.9 
15,721 - 4.2 4.8 6.O 

2,528 - 3 .a 3.5 4.O 

'See Appendix I1 for conditions included in each category. 
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Table F. Average annual number of patients discharged and hospital days, number of discharges per 

1,000 population, and average length of stay for selected conditions characteristic of per- 

sons 45 years of age and over: short-stay hospitals, United States, 1958-1960 


Average

annual 


Selected condition number ~--

in Under 45 45-64 65+1 1thou sands 


Discharges Number of discharges per 1,000 population 


Malignant neoplasms---------------- 

Hypertension, varicose veins, 

Other circulatory conditions------- 
Conditions of the gallbladder------) 

Heart conditions------------------- 

hemorrhoids-----------------------

348 
676 

541 
266 
441 

0.7 
0.7 

2.0 
0.8 
1.3 

4.4 
9.4 

5.9 
2.3 
5.1 

I 7 . 2  
16.9 

6.O 
5.3 
6.7 

Days Average length of stay in days 

Malignant neoplasms---------------- 

Hypertension, varicose veins, 

Other circulatory conditions------- 
Conditions of the gallbladder------ 

Heart conditions------------------- 

hemorrhoids-----------------------

5,451
11,013 

4,755
4,246 
5,308 

15.4 
10.1 

11.3 
11.2 
10.9 

21.9 
17.2 

'See Appendix I1 For conditions included in each category. 

ported 'lsurgery" was 58.0 percent. A high Since up to 3 surgical procedures may be 
proportion of discharges with surgery among reported for any one discharge the total esti-
children is accounted for by tonsillectomies, mate of 12,OO6,0OOsurgical operations reported 
while in the 15-44 year age group deliveries in this table exceeds by 482,000 the estimated 
accounted for a large proportion of the sur- number of discharged patients receiving sur-
gical cases. gery, shown in table 23. 

In table 25, which shows the distribution 
of surgical operations by type, the percentage :POPULATION 
distribution for females is shown with deliveries 
included and also with deliveries excluded. This The final tables in this report, tables 26-29, 
has been done because the inclusion of deliveries, present population estimates by selected charac- 
which constitute about 44 percent of all female teristics. These estimates, derived from the 
surgical operations, distorts the distribution Health Interview Survey sample, are solely for 
so that no meaningful interpretation of the sex the purpose of providing denominators for rate 
differential for other types of surgical proced- computations and are not to be considered as 
ures can be made. official population estimates. 
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Table 1. Average annual number of pa t i en t s  discharged and hosp i t a l  days, number per 1,000 popu- 
l a t i o n  per year, percent d i s t r ibu t ion ,  and average length of s t a y  by sex and age: short-stay 
hospi ta ls ,  United S ta t e s ,  1958-1960 

[Data are based on household interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design and information on the 
reliability o f  the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions o f  terms are given in Appendix 111 

Average annual number of 
pa t i en t s  discharged 

Average annual number of 
hosp i t a l  days 

Sex and age 

~ ~~~ ~ 

N u m b e r  
i n  

thousands 

Number 
Per 

popula-
t i o n  

1,000 
Percent 
d i s t r i -
but ion 

Numb-er 
of days

i n  
thousands 

Number 
of days 

Per 

popula-
tion 

1,000 

Percent 

bu t ion-  
d i s t r i z  

Average 
length
of s t ay  
i n  day:... 

19,875 114.9 100.0 166,935 965.2 I 100.0 8.4 
~~ ~ ~ ~ 

1,534 
1,910 
3,456 . 

77.5 
54.6 

154.4 

7.7 
9.6 

17.4 

11,632 
8,928 

18,322 

587.9 
255.2 
818.8 

7.0 
5.3 

11.0 

7.6 
4.7 
5.3 

3,823 172.0 19.2 22,954 1,032.5 13.8 6.0 
2,872 
2,246 

123.7 
111.1 

14.5 
11.3 

24,074 
25,876 

1,036.6 
1,279.9 

14.4 
15.5 

8.4 
11.5 

1,851 
1,393 

790 

122.2 
141.4 
153.7 

9.3 
7.0 
4.0 

22,525 
20,112 
12,511 

1,486,8 
2,041.4 
2,434.5 

13.5 
12.0 
7.5 

12.2 
14.4 
15.8 

7,365 87.5 100.0 77,018 10.5 

844 83.7 11.5 6,075 602.8 7.9 7.2 
1,023 

721 
57.3 
68.3 

13.9 
9.8 

5,277 
5,881 

295.5 
557.1 

6.9 
7.6 

5.2 
8.2 

777 
943 

1,045 

73.1 
84.6 

106.2 

10.5 
12.8 
14.2 

7,252 
11,091 
11,826 

682.0 
994.4 

1,202.0 

9.4 
14.4 
15.4 

9.3 
11.8 
11.3 

893 122.9 12.1 11,854 1,631.2 15.4 13.3 
735 160.6 10.0 11,619 2,539.1 15.1 15.8 
385 174.0 5.2 6,143 2,775.9 8.0 16.0 

12,509 140.9 100.0 89,916 1,012.7 100.0 7.2 

691 
887 

2,735 

71.2 
51.8 

231.4 

5.5 
7.1 

21.9 

5,556 
3,651 

12,441 

572.3 
213.2 

1,052.4 

6.2 
4.1 

13.8 

8.0 
4.1 
4.5 

3,046 
1,929 
1,200 

262.6 
159.8 
115.6 

24.4 
15.4 
9.6 

15,703 
12,984 
14,050 

1,353.8 
1,075.6 
1,353.7 

17.5 
14.4 
15.6 

5.2 
6.7 

11.7 

958 121.5 7.7 10,671 1,353.7 11.9 11.1 
658 124.7 5.3 8,493 1,609.7 9.4 12.9 
405 138.4 3.2 6,368 2,176.3 7.1 15.7 

I 

NOTE: Estimates o f  -discharges are 
interview. 
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Table 2. Average annual number of pat ients  discharged and hosp i t a l  days, excluding del iver ies ,  
number per 1,000 population per year, percent d i s t r ibu t ion ,  and average length of s tay by sex 
and age: short-stay hosp i t a l s ,  United States ,  1958-1960 

[nata are based on household interviews and refer tn the  living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design and information on the 
reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of t e r m s  are given in Appendix 111 

Avera e annual number of 
patfent dischai ed hoI i ta1 da! Average
excludj g delive ies excluc ng deli1 r ies  il length 

of s t ay
NumberNumber i n  days 

Sex and age N u m b e r  Percent Number of days Percent exclud-
i n  Per  d i s t r i - of days Per  d i s t r i -1,000 ing

housands bution i n  1,000 but ion deliv-popula - thousands popula-tion. eries
t i o n  

16,193 93.6 100.0 151,213 874.3 100.0 9.3 

1,534 77.5 9.5 11,632 587.9 7.7 7.6 
1,910 54.6 11.8 8 ,928 255.2 5.9 4.7 
1,851 82.7 11.4 11,765 525.8 7.8 6.4 

2,132 95.9 13.2 15,650 703.9 10.3 7.3 
2,493 107.3 15.4 22,245 957.8 14.7 8.9 
2,240 110.8 13.8 25,846 1,278.4 17.1 11.5 

1,851 122.2 11.4 22,525 1,486.8 14.9 12.2 
1,393 141.4 8.6 20,112 2,041.4 13.3 14.4 

790 153.7 4.9 12,511 2,434.5 8.3 15.8 

7,365 87.5 100 .o 77,018 915.0 100.0 10.5 

844 83.7 11.5 6,076 602.9 7.9 7.2 
1,023 57.3 13.9 5,277 295.5 6.9 5.2 

721 68.3 9.8 5,881 557.1 7.6 8.2 

777 73.1 10.5 7,252 682 .O 9.4 9.3 
943 84.6 12.8 11,091 994.4 14.4 11.8 

1,045 106.2 14.2 11,826 1,202.0 15.4 11.3 

893 122.9 12.1 11,854 1,631.2 15.4 13.3 
735 160.6 10.o 11,619 2,539.1 15.1 15.8 
385 174.0 5.2 6,143 2,775.9 8.0 16.0 

8.828 99.4 100.o 74,195 835.6 100.0 8.4 

691 71.2 7.8 5,556 572.3 7.5 8.0 
887 51.8 10.0 3,651 213.2 4.9 4.1 

1,129 95.5 l 2 . 8  5,883 497.7 7.9 5.2 

1,355 116.8 15.3 8,398 724.0 11.3 6.2 
1,550 128.4 17.6 11,154 924.0 15.0 7.2 
1,195 115.1 13.5 14,020 1,350.8 18.9 11.7 

958 121.5 10.9 10,671 1,353.7 14.4 11.1 
658 124.7 7.5 8,493 1,609.7 11.4 12.9 
405 138.4 4.6 6,368 2,176.3 8.6 15.7 

ence of members of the  sampled households who were ve a t  the time of t h e  family 
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Table 3. Average annual number of patients discharged and percent distribution by length-of-stay intervals 

according to age mdsex, including and excluding deliveries: discharges from short-stay hospitals, United 

States, 1958-1960 


[Data are based on household interviews and refer to the living, \civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design and information on the reliability of 
the estimates are given in kppendix I. Definitions of terms are pwen in 4 ~ p e n d i x  111 

Average annual number of patients 
discha: sd in thousands -- -

Percent distribution 
-

Age and length-of-stay 
intervals Both 

sexes 
Male 

-

Female 

Including
ie liver ies 

Excluding
deliveries 

Both 
sexes 

-
Male 

-

Female 

Including
de liveries 

Excluding
le liveries 

~~ ~~~ ~ 

19,875- 7,365- 12,509 8,828 100.0- 100.0- 100.0 100.0 

2,175 
9,329 
6,078 
1,581 
647 

1,005 
2,703 
2,459 
787 
376 

1,170 
6,625 
3,619 
794 
271 

1,070 
3,629 
3,047 
78 7 
268 

10.9 
46.9 
30.6 
8.0 
3.3 

13.6 
36.7 
33.4 
10.7 
5.1 

9.4 
53.0 
28.9 
6.3 
2.2 

12.1 
41.1 
34.5 
8.9 
3.0 

65 35 30 27 0.3 0.5 0.2 0.3 

3,445- 1,867- 1,578 1,578 100.0- 100.0- 100.o 100.0 

931 477 454 454 27.0 25.5 28.8 28.8 
1,546 
672 

848 
379 

698 
293 

698 
293 

44.9 
19.5 

45.4 
20.3 

44.2 
18.6 

44.2 
18.6 

199 113 87 87 5.8 6.1 5.5 5.5 
84 43 41 41 2.4 2.3 2.6 2.6 
14 8 5 5 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3 

3,456 721- 2,735 1,129 100.0- 100.0- 100.0 100.0 

34 3 120 223 174 9.9 16.6 8.2 15.4 
2,257 
725 

324 
204 

1,933 
521 

59 7 
30 7 

65.3 
21.0 

44.9 
28.3 

70.7 
19.0 

52.9 
27.2 

79 39 40 37 2.3 5.4 1.5 3.3 
46 33 13 13 1.3 4.6 0.5 1.2 
6 1 4 2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 

6,695 1,720- 4,975 2,905 100.0- 100.0- 100.0 100.0 

508 194 3 14 264 7.6 11.3 6.3 9.1 
3,780 
1,942 
340 

733 
569 
148 

3,047 
1,373 
19 2 

1,390 
1,017 
188 

56.5 
29.0 
5.1 

42.6 
33.1 
8.6 

61.2 
27.6 
3.9 

47.8 
35.0 
6.5 

113 
11 

69 
6 

,44 
6 

41 
6 

1.7 
0.2 

4.0 
0.3 

0.9 
0.1 

1.4 
0.2 

4,096- 1,938- 2.158 2,153 100.0- 100.0- 100.0 100.0 

303 166 137 137 7.4 8.6 6.3 6.4 
1,253 
1,777 
539 

536 
814 
290 

717 
964 
248 

713 
962 
248 

30.6 
43.4 
13.2 

27.7 
42.0 
15.0 

33.2 
44.7 
11.5 

33.1 
44.7 
11.5 

213 124 89 89 5.2 6.4 4.1 4.1 
12 7 4 4 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.2 

2,183 1,120- 1,063 1,063 100.0- 100.0- 100.0 100.0 

90 48 42 42 4.1 4.3 4.0 4.0 
494 26 2 231 231 22.6 23.4 21.7 21.7 
962 494 468 468 44.1 44.1 44.0 44.0 
423 196 226 226 19.4 17.5 21.3 21.3 
191 107 84 84 8.7 9.6 7.9 7.9 
23 12 11 11 1.1 1.1 1.0 1.0 

NOTE: Estimates of discharges are based on the experience members of the sampled househol who were alive at time of the fan interview. 
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Table 4. Average annual number of hospital  days and percent distribution by length-of-stay intervals ac-
cording t o  age and sex, including and excluding deliveries: days for discharges from short-stay hospi- 
t a l s ,  United States,  1958-1960 

[Data are based on household interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design and information on the reliability of 
the estimates are given in  Appendix I. Definitions o f  terms are@ven.in Appendix 111 

Average annual number of hospital  qz Percent distribution days i n  thousands - ~ ~~

Age and length-of-stay 
Female Femaleintervals 


Both
sexes Ma leIncluding Excluding sexes Including Excluding 
leliver i e s  deliveries deliveries ieliveries 

A l l  ages 

A l l  intervaIs------- .66,93577,018 89,916 74,195 100.o 100.0 100.0 100.0-
2,175 1,005 1,170 1,070 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.4 
32,156 9,110 23,046 11,793 19.3 11.8 25.6 15.9 
54,039 22,444 31,596 27,507 32.4 29.1 35.1 37.1 
33,619 17,053 16,566 16,398 20.1 22.1 18.4 22.1 
44,945 27,407 17,538 17,426 26.9 35.6 19.5 , 23.5 

9,207 9,207 100 .o 100.0 100.o 100.o * 
454 454 4.5 4.2 4.9 4.9 


2,159 2,159 23.6 23.7 23.4 23.4 

2,530 2,530 28.1 28.6 27.5 27.5 

1,771 1,771 20.5 21.6 19.2 19.2 

2,293 2,293 23.3 22.0 24.9 24.9 


15-24 

A l l  intervals------- 12,441 5,884 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.o 

223 174 1.9 2.0 1.8 3.0 

7,856 1,097 6,758 1,844 42.9 18.7 54.3 31.3 

5,661 1,723 3,938 2,413 30.9 29.3 31.7 41.0 

1,718 867 851 782 9.4 14.7 6.8 13.3 

2,744 2,074 6 70 670 15.0 35.3 5.4 11.4 


25-44 


A l l  intervals------- 47,029 118,342 28,686 19,553 100.0 100 .o 100.o 100.o-
508 194 314 264 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.4 


13,354 2,494 10,860 4,539 28.4 13.6 37.9 23.2 

16,562 5,195 11,367 8,815 35.2 28.3 39.6 45.1 

6,958 3,107 3,851 3,752 14.8 16.9 13.4 19.2 

9,646 7,352 2,294 2,183 20.5 40.1 8.0 11.2 


45-64 


A l l  intervals------- 48.401 23.680 24,721 24.691 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.o 

137 137 0.6 0.7 0.6 0.6 
2,450 2,433 9.0 8 .O 9.9 9.9 
9,230 9,217 34.7 32.0 37.3 37.3 
5,198 5,198 23.8 26.8 21.0 21.1 
7,706 7,706 31.8 32.5 31.2 31.2 

-6% 
A11 interva1s------- 14,861 14,861 100.o 100.0 100.o 100.0-

42 42 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 

818 818 5.3 5.2 5.5 5.5 


4,532 4,532 28.3 26.5 30.5 30.5 

4,896 4,896 28.2 24.2 32.9 32.9 

4,574 4,574 37.9 43.9 30.8 30.8 


N O T E  Fstimates o f  discharges are I ed on the experience members of the sampled househo who were alive a t  I time of the fat interview. 
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Table 5. Average annual number of patients discharged and nusber per 1,000 population per year by 

sex, region, and age: discharges f rom short-stay hospitals, United States, 1958-1960 


[Data are based on  househokl interviews and refer to the living, c ivi l ian,  noninstitutional population. T h e  survey des ign  and information o n ,  the' 
reliability of the e s t imates  are given in .4ppendix I. Definitions o f  terms are g iven  in Appendix 111 


Average annual number of 
 Number of patients discharged 
patients discharged 
 per 1,000 population per year 
in thousands 

Region and age 


Both Both
I
Male Female Male Female 
sexes sexes 

I 


19,875 7,365 12,509 114.9 87.5 140.9 


3,445 1,867 1,578 62.9 66.8 58.8 

3,456 721 2,735 154.4 68.3 231.4 

3,823 777 3,046 172.0 73.1 262.6 

2,872 943 1,929 123.7 84.6 159.8 

4,096 1,938 2,158 115.8 113.3 118.2 

2,183 1,120 1,063 145.6 165.O 129.6 


4,663 1,767 2,896 106.3 83.1 128.1 


877 489 388 69.6 76.1 62.8 

705 165 540 132.5 64.6 195.1 

960 182 778 167.8 65.8 263.O 

629 20 2 428 101.8 68.6 132.4 

981 471 5 10 99.3 99.7 98.9 

5 10 259 252 122.6 140.5 108.8 


6,123 2,200 3,922 117.5 85.3 149.O 

1,042 531 511 61.8 61.6 62.0 

1,096 213 883 164.5 67.1 253.1 

1,164 223 941 173.8 67.4 277.7 

861 279 582 123.2 81.4 163.3 


1,290 60 1 689 124.5 116.7 132.3 

671 354 317 148.6 169.2 130.9 


South 


6,028 116.5 90.5 140.5 


974 543 43 1 57.4 63.O 51.6 

1,131 260 87 1 154.6 75.8 224.1 

1,124 249 875 171.8 81.3 251.4 

904 29 6 608 138.2 96.1 175.5 


1,249 590 658 122.2 122.5 121.7 

647 310 336 155.2 167.7 144.9 


-West 
3.062 1,150 1,912 121.4 93.7 147.6 


553 66.5 71.5 61.2 

5 25 170.6 60.O 263.O 

575 175.8 82.7 254.7 

47 8 312 136.1 97.5 172.3 

577 117.7 113.9 121.o 

355 158 165.3 196.2 138.1 


I 


XOTF: Estimates  o f  discharges are based on  the experience e o f  the family 
interview. 



Table 6. Average annual number of hospital days, and average length of stay by sex, region, and 

age: days, for discharges from short-stay hospitals, United States, 1958-1960 


[Data are based on household interviews and refer to the Living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design and information on the 
reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix U] 

~ ~-

Average annual number of Average length of stay

hospital days in thousands in days 


Region and age 


Both Both
Male Female Nale Female 
sexes sexes 


All regions 


166,935 77,018 89,916 a .4 10.5 7.2 

20,560 11,353 9,207 6.O 6.1 5.8 
ia,322 5,aai 12,441 5.3 8.2 4.5 
22,954 7,252 15,703 6 .O 9.3 5.2 
24,074 11,091 12,984 8.4 11.8 6.7 
48,401 23,680 24,721 11.8 12.2 11.5 
32,623 17,762 14,a61 14.9 15.9 14.O 

Northeast 


47,674 21,142 26,532 10.2 12.0 9.2 
~ ~~-

5,516 3,243 2 ,273 6.3 6.6 5.9 
4,820 1,820 3,000 6.8 11.o 5.6 
6,117 1,344 4,774 6.4 7.4 6.1 
5,505 2,579 2,926 8.8 12.8 6.8 
17,078 7,719 9,359 17.4 16.4 ia.4 
a ,638 4,437 4,201 16.9 17.1 16.7 

North Central 


51,a21 23.726 28,095 8.5 io.a 7.2 

6,605 3,219 3,386 6.3 6.1 6.6 
5,656 1,527 4,128 5.2 7.2 4.7 
6,904 2,242 4,662 5.9 10.1 5.O 
8,476 4,444 4,032 9.8 15.9 6.9 
14,005 6,868 7,138 10.9 11.4 10.4 
10,174 5,425 4,749 15.2 15.3 15 .O 

-South 
43,940 19,781 24,158 7.3 8.8 6.4 

5,763 3,394 2,368 5.9 6.3 5.5 
5,526 1,894 3,633 4.9 7.3 4.2 
6,849 2,487 4,362 6.1 10 .o 5 .O 
6,543 2,640 3,902 7.2 8.9 6.4 
11,298 5,352 5,946 9.o 9.1 9.o 
7,961 4,014 3,947 12.3 12.9 11.7 

-West 
23,499 12,369 11,131 7.7 10.8 5.8 

2,676 1,495 1,180 4.8 4.9 4.7 
2,320 640 1,680 4.4 7.6 3.8 
3,084 1,179 1,905 5.4 9.5 4.2 
3,550 1,427 2,124 7.4 8.6 6.8 
6,020 3,742 2,278 10.4 13.6 7.6 
5,849 3,886 1,964 16.5 19.7 12.4 

NOTE: Estimates of discharges are based on the experience members of sampled ha  holds who wer’r i v e  at the time of the family
interview. 



Table 7. Average annual number of patients discharged and number per 1,000 population per year by 

sex, residence, and age: discharges from short-stay hospitals, United States, 1958-1960 


[Data are based on household interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design and infomation on the 

reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in 4ppendix 111 

Residence and age 

Average annual number of 
patients discharged 

in thousands 
Number of patients discharged 
per 1,000 population per year 

Both 
sexes Male Female Both 

sexes Male Female 

19,875 7,365 12,509 114.9 87.5 140.9 

3,445 
3,456 

1,867 
721 

1,578 
2,735 

62.9 
154.4 

66.8 
68.3 

58.8 
231.4 

3,823 
2,872 

777 
943 

3,046 
1,929 

172.0 
123.7 

73.1 
84.6 

262.6 
159.8 

4,096 
2,183 

1,938 
1,120 

2,158 
1,063 

115.8 
145.6 

113.3 
165.0 

118.2 
129.6 

11,939 4,371 7,568 115.0 88.2 139.4 

1,884 
2,119 

1,040 
423 

844 
1,696 

62.6 
156.8 

67.9 
67.8 

57 .o 
233 .O 

2,199 
,1,762 

449 
559 

1,750 
1,203 

167.1 
124.2 

70.8 
84.2 

256.4 
159.4 

2,600 
1,375 

1,195 
704 

1,405 
671 

112.8 
140.3 

110.5 
167.9 

114.8 
120.0 

5,984 2,178 3,806 122.8 90.2 154 8 

1,224 639 585 68.9 70.4 67.4 
1,041 20 6 835 174.9 73.5 265.1 

1,308 
831 

260 
282 

1,048 
550 

184.1 
124.9 

78.1 
84.4 

277.6 
166.1 

1,041 518 5 24 131.4 129.7 133.4 
538 273 265 161.7 171.6 . 152.6 

Rural farm 

1,952 817 1,135 95.6 77.9 114.4 
337 188 149 48.8 53.1 44.3 
29 6 92 204 101.9 60.7 146.6 

316 68 247 160.7 70.4 247 .O 
279 10 2 176 117.1 87.2 145.1 

455 225 230 103.7 98.1 109.9 
270 142 127 144.9 141.4 147.8 

NOTE: Estimates of discharges are based on the experience of members of the sampled households who were alive at the time of the family 
interview. 
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Table 8. Average annual number of hospital days, and average length of stay by sex, residence,and 

age: days for discharges from short-stay hospitals, United States, 1958-1960 


[Data are based on household interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design and information on the 
reliability of the estimates are given in .4ppendix I.  Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 111 

~~~ ~~~ 

Average annual number of Average length of stay 

hospital days in thousands in days 


Residence and age 


Both Both
Male Female Male Female 

sexes sexes 


166,935 77,018 89,916 8.4 10.5 7.2 


20,560 11,353 9,207 6 .O 6.1 5.8 
18,322 5,881 12,441 5.3 8.2 4.5 

22,954 7,252 15,703 6 .O 9.3 5.2 
24,074 11,091 12,984 8.4 11.8 6.7 

48,401 23,680 24,721 11.8 12.2 11.5 
32,623 17,762 14,861 14.9 15.9 14.0 

108,612 50,171 58,440 9.1 11.5 7.7 

12,034 6,885 5,149 6.4 6.6 6.1 
11,670 3,837 7,833 5.5 9.1 4.6 

13,855 4,596 9,259 6.3 10.2 5.3 
15,955 7,470 8,486 9.1 13.4 7.1 

34,145 15,937 18,208 13.1 13.3 13 .O 
20,953 11,446 .9,506 15.2 16.3 14.2 


Rural nonfarm 


43,248 19,521 23,727 7.2 9 .o 6.2 

6,493 3,364 3,129 5.3 5.3 5.3 
5,081 1,435 3,646 4.9 7 .O 4.4 

7,484 2,287 5,197 5.7 8.8 5 .O 
5,889 2,386 3,504 7.1 8.5 6.4 

10,125 5,412 4,713 9.7 10.4 9 .o 
8,175 4,636 3,539 15.2 17 .O 13.4 

Rural farm 


15,075 7,326 7,749 7.7 9 .o 6.8 

2,032 1,103 9 30 6 .O 5.9 6.2 
1,571 609 962 5.3 6.6 4.7 

1,615 369 1,246 5.1 5.4 5 .O 
2,230 1,235 995 8 .O 12.1 5.7 

4,132 2,331 1,800 9.1 10.4 7.8 
3,495 1,679 1,816 12.9 11.8 14.3 

NOTE: Estimates of discharges are based on the experience members of I sampled households who were alive at the time of the family 
interview. 
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Table 9. Average annual number of patients discharged and number per 1,000 population per year by 

sex, race, and age: discharges from short-stay hospitals, United States, 1958-1960 


[Data are base0 on household interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional popnlatim. The survey design and information on the 
reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definiti.ons of terms are given in Appendix 111 

Average annual number of 
 Number of patients discharged 
patients discharged 
 per 1,000 population per year 
in thousands 

Race and age 

Both 
sexes Male Female Both 

sexes Male Female 

All races 


19,875 7,365 12,509 114.9 87.5 140.9 

3,445 1,867 1,578 62.9 66.8 58.8 

3,456 721 2,735 154.4 68.3 231.4 


3, a23 777 3,046 172.0 73.1 262.6 

2,872 943 1,929 123.7 84.6 159.8 


4,096 1,938 2,158 115.8 113.3 118.2 
2,183 1,120 1,063 145.6 165.O 129.6 

White 


ia ,083 6,819 11,264 117.a 91.1 143.1 

3,134 1,687 1,448 66.3 69.a 62.7. 
3,032 667 2,365 155.O 72.3 228.7 

3,421 713 2,708 173.4 75.0 264.7 

2,613 a65 1,748 125.0 a5.a 161.6 


3, ala 1, a17 2,001 118.8 116.8 120.7 
2,065 1,070 995 148.o 170.O 130 .O 

1,791 546 1,245 92.2 58.4 123.5 

3 10 180 131 41.3 47.a 35.1 

424 54 370 150.a 40.6 249.8 


402 64 338 160.8 56.6 246.9 

259 77 182 111.3 71.7 145.1 


27 9 121 158 86.1 77.9 93.6 

117 50 68 112.5 102.0 123.6 

NOTE: Estimates of discharges are based on the experience o f  members o f  the sampled households who were d i v e  at the time of the family 
interview. 
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Table 10. Average annual number of hospital days and average length o f  stay by sex, race, and age: 
days for discharges from short-stay hospitals, United States, 1958-1960 

[Data are based on household-interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design and information on the 
reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 111 

Average annual number of 
 Average length of stay in days
hospital days in thousands 


Race and age 
 Both
Bothsexes Male Female Male Female
1 sexes 


All races 


166,935 77,018 89,916 8.4 10.5 7.2 


20,560 11,353 9,207 6 .O 6.1 5.8 
18,322 5,881 12,441 5.3 8.2 4.5 

22,954 7,252 15,703 6 .O 9.3 5.2 
24,074 11,091 12,984 8.4 11.8 6.7 

24,721 11.8 12.2 11.5 
14,861 14.9 15.9 14 .O 

70,346 80,199 8.3 10.3 7.1 

17,533 9,579 7,954 5.6 5.7 5.5 
16,404 5,488 10,916 5.4 8.2 4.6 

20,544 6,759 13,785 6 .O 9.5 5.1 
21,529 10,140 11,389 8.2 11.7 6.5 

44,438 22,136 22,303 11.6 12.2 11.1 
30,096 16,243 13,853 14.6 15.2 13.9 

Nonwhite 

16,389 6,672 9,717 9.2 12.2 7.8 

3,026 1,773 1,253 9.8 
~ 

9.9 9.6 
1,918 1,525 4.5 7.3 4.1 

2,410 1,918 6 .O 7.7 5.7 
2,545 1,595 9 .8 12.4 8.8 

3,963 1,545 2,419 14.2 12.8 15.3 
2,527 1,518 1,008 21.6 30.4 14.8 

NOTE: Estimates of discharges are based on the experience of members of the sampled households who were alive at the time of the family 
interview. 
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Table 11. Average annual number of patients discharged and number per 1,000 population per year 

by sex, family income, and age: discharges from short-stay hospitals, United States, 1958-1960 


[Data are based on household interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design and information on the 
reliability of  the estimates are given in Appendix 1. Definitions of  terms are given in Appendix 111 


Average annual number of 

patients discharged 


in thousands 


'Numberof patients discharged 

per 1,000 population per year 
Family income 


and age 


92 .OOO-3,999 


$4.000-6.999 


$7,000+ 


Both 

sexes 


19.875 


3,445 

3,456 

3,823 

2,872 

4,096 

2,183 


2,816 


265 

535 

328 

246 

612 

831 


4,322 


7PO 

1,000 

755 

517 

801 

527 


6,916 


1,444 

1,184 

1,654 

1,120 

1,194 

321 


4.273 


814 

49 5 

838 

838 


1,004 

284 


1,548 


20 2 

243 

248 

151 

485 

220 


~ 

Male 


7,365 


1,867 

721 

777 

943 


1,938 

1,120 


1,090 


153 

108 

68 

83 

263 

416 


1,636 


403 

183 

188 

180 

391 

291 


2,444 


796 

212 

3 20 

380 

567 

169 


1.672 


410 

147 

159 

260 

538 

158 


523 


105 

71 

41 

40 

180 

86 


Female 


12,509 


1,578 

2,735 

3,046 

1,929 

2,158 

1,063 


1,726 


112 

426 

260 

163 

349 

415 


2,685 


317 

817 

567 

337 

410 

236 


4,472 


648 

972 


1,333 

740 

627 

152 


2,602 


404 

349 

678 

578 

467 

126 


1,024 


97 

171 

207 

111 

30 5 

133 


Both 

sexes 


114.9 


62.9 

154.4 

172.0 

123.7 

115.8 

145.6 


114.1 


42.4 

153.0 

169.7 

128.4 

116.3 

142.9 


119.7 


61.1 

193.6 

170.1 

128.4 

112.4 

147.8 


112.9 


65.9 

160.9 

171.7 

124.7 

108.6 

132.3 


108 .8 

67.7 

104.8 

163.4 

122.1 

113.5 

168.7 


133.1 


71.8 

148.5 

225.7 

105.0 

154.5 

146.6 


Male 


87.5 


66.8 

68.3 

73.1 

84.6 

113.3 

165 .O 

97.o 
48.4 

61.6 

75.3 

100.1 

126.6 

165.4 


94.9 


67.4 

79.7 

88.7 

99.3 

120.6 

162.4 


80.2 

~~ 

71.0 

63.5 

68.8 

84.7 

100.2 

148.1 


84.7 


66.5 

62.7 

65.7 

77.4 

115.0 

205.5 


.95.5 


73.7 

85.9 

75.6 

60.2 

124.2 

150.3 


Female 


140.9 


58.8 

231.4 

262.6 

159.8 

118.2 

129.6 


128.4 


36.2 

244.4 

252.4 

150.O 
109.5 

125.8 


142.3 


54.6 

284.9 

. 244.4 
152.3 

105.5 

133.O 

145.2 


60.6 

241.7 

267.6 

164.8 

117.6 

118.4 


133.2 


69.1 

146.7 

250.2 

164.9 

112.o 
137.7 


166.5 


69.7 

211.4 

371.6 

143.4 

180.5 

143.2 


NOTE: Estimates o f  discharges are based on ! experience of m w h e r s  of the sampled h o w  Ids who were a e at the time o f  the family 
interview. 
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Table 12. Average annual number of hospital days and average length of stay by sex, family in- 

come, and age: days for discharges from short-stay hospitals, United States, 1958-1960 


[Data are based on household interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The  survey design and information on the 
reliability o f  the estimates are given in .4ppendix I. Definitions o f  terms are given in 4ppendix 111 

Average number Of 
 Average length of stay in day8 

Family income hospital days in thousands 


and age 
 Both 
 Male Male Female
sexes 


166,935 77,018 89,916 8.4 10.5 7.2 


20,560 11,353 9,207 6 .O 6.1 5.8 
18,322 5,881 12,441 5.3 8.2 4.5 
22,954 7,252 15,703 6 .O 9.3 5.2 
24,074 11,091 12,984 8.4 11.8 6.7 
48,401 23,680 24,721 11.8 12.2 11.5 ' 
32,623 17,762 14,861 14.9 15.9 14.O 


Under $2,000 


32,125 16,345 15,780 11:4 15 .O 9.1 

2,477 1,328 1,149 8.7 10.3 
2,950 1,085 1,865 10.o 4.4 
2,630 986 1,644 14.5 6.3 
3,345 1,944 1,401 13.6 23.4 8.6 
7,635 3,948 3,687 12.5 15 .O 10.6 
13,087 7,053 6,034 17 .O 14.5 

35,947 18,179 8.3 11.1 6.6 


4,430 2,567 1,863 6.2 6.4 5.9 
4,814 1,268 3,546 4.8 6.9 4.3 
5,241 2,425 2,817 6.9 12.9 5.0 
4,839 2,323 2,515 9.4 12.9 7.5 
8,741 4,817 3,923 10.9 12.3 9.6 
7,883 4,779 3,104 15 .O 16.4 13.2 

94,000-6,999 


51,389 20,378 31,010 8.3 6.9 


8,245 4,847 3,398 6.1 5.2 ' 
5,990 1,386 4,604 - 6.5 4.7 
9,003 2,220 6,783 6.9 5.1 
7,759 3,175 4,584 8.4 6.2 
16,039 6,531 9,508 13.4 11.5 15.2 
4,353 2,220 2,133 13.6 13.1 14.O 

31,486 14,921 16,565 7.4 8.9 6.4 

- .  

3,912 1,869 2,043 4.8 4.6 5.1 

3,273 1,599 1,674 6.6 10.9 4.8 
4,607 1,331 3,276 5.5 8.4 4.8 

5,420 1,865 3,555 6.5 7.2 6.2 
10,125 5,704 4,421 10.1 10.6 9.5 

4,149 2,553 1,597 14.6 16.2 12.7 

15.989 7,194 8,794 10.3 13.8 8.6 


1,496 742 7 54 7.4 7.1 7.8 
1,295 543 752 5.3 7.6 4.4 
1,473 290 1,183 5.9 7.1 5.7 
2,712 1,783 9 28. 18.O 44.6 8.4 
5,862 2,680 3,183 12.1 14.9 10.4 
3,150 1,156 1,993 14.3 13.4 15 .O 
-

ne experience c iembers o f t  v e  at the time of the family,  
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Table 13. Average annual number of patients discharged and number per 1,000 population per year 

by sex, usual activity status, and age: discharges from short-stay hospitals, United States, 

1958-1960 


[Data are based on household interviews and refer ~LJ the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design and information on the 
reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 111 

Usual activity 
status and age 

Average annual number of 
patients discharged 

in thousands 
Number of patients discharged 
per 1,000 population per year 

~~ ~~ 

Both 
sexes Male Female Both 

sexes Male Female 

19,875 7.365 12,509 114.9 87.5 140.9 


3,781 2,025 1,756 62.7 65.9 59.4 

~~ 

6,108 3,712 2,397 101.4 131.6 


89 6 294 60 2 123.2 70.5 194.O 
1,251 7 10 541 94.1 72.0 157.1 
1,428 867 562 95.8 81.7 130.8 
2,199 1,576 623 99.7 102.6 92.9 
334 265 69 122.8 128.8 104.2 


7,587 ... 7,587 209.4 ... 209.4 

1,714 ... 1,714 493.0 ... 493.0 
2,466 ... 2,466 309.2 ... 309.2 
1,313 ... 1,313 172.2 ... 172.2 
1,424 ... 1,424 128.3 ... 128.3 
670 ... 670 110.5 ... 110.5 

1,128 909 219 183.9 183.2 187.2 


148 131 17 204.1 216.9 140.5 

981 778 20 2 181.4 178.5 192.6 


1,269 7 19 550 126.8 112.3 152.7 


510 269 241 83.9 75.4 96 .O 
10 6 67 38 110.8 86.3 209.9 
130 76 54 190.1 141.8 364.9 
325 231 95 218.7 201.2 281.9 
198 76 122 248.1 204.3 286-4. 

' NOTE: Estimates o f  discharges are based on the experience o f  members of the sampled households who were alive at the time of the family 
. interview. 

'Persons aged 17 years and over who were going to school are included with the 'Other" group. 
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Table 14. Average annual number of hospital days and average length of stay by sex, usual activity 
' status, and age: days for discharges from short-stay hospitals, United States, 1958-1960 

[&a are based on household interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design and information on the 
reliability of the estimates are given,in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 111 

Average annual number of Average length of stay 

hospital days in thousands in days 
Usual activity 


status and age 

Both
Female Male Female 


sexes sexes 


166,:935 77,018 89.916 8.4 10.5 7.2
+-
10,081 5.9 6 .O 5.7 

c 
49,418 33.699 15.719 8.1 9.1 6.6 


! 

4,784 2,123 2,661 5.3 7.2 4.4 
8,777 5,613 3,164 7 .O 7.9 5.8 
10,686 6,867 3,818 7.5 7.9 6.8 
21,353 15,991 5,362 9.7 10.1 8.6 
3,818 3,104 713 11.4 11.7 10.3 

Keeping house 


54,655 54,655 7.2 ... 7.2 

7,480 7,480 4.4 ... 4.4 
12,125 12,125 4.9 ... 4.9 
8.608 I ::: 8,608 6.6 ... 6.6 
17 ;487 ... 17,487 12.3 ... 12.3 
8,954 ... 8,954 13.4 ... 13.4 

18,364 15,002 3,362 16.3 16.5 15.4 


2,661 2,114 547 18.O 16.1 32.2 
15,704 12,888 2,815 16 .O 16.6 13.9 

22,484 1,6,084 6,100 17.5 22.4 11.1 


I 
1,425 8.4 10.7 5.9 

413 19.4 24.5 10.9 

557 36.8 55.6 10.3 


i,326 21.2 24.1 14.0 
4,147 1,769 2,378 20.9 23.3 19-5 

NOTE: Estimates of discharges are based on the experiehce of m m h e n  of the sampled households who were alive at the time of the family
interview. 

'Persons aged 17 years and over who were going to school & included with the 'Other" group. 



Table 15. Average annual number of pat ients  discharged and number per 1,000 population by sex, 

household composition, and age: discharges from short-stay hospi ta ls ,  United States,  1958-1960 


[Data are based on household interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The  survey design and information on the 
reliability of the  estimates a re  given in 4ppendix I. Definitions of terms are  given in -4ppendix I d  

Average annual number of 
N u m b e r  of pat ients  discharged patients discharged 

i n  thousands per 1,000 population per year 
Household composition 

and age 
Female Fern l e  Both BothMale (including Ma l e  (includingsexes sexesdel iver ies)  del iver ies)  

19,875 7,365 12,509 114.9 87.5 I 140.9 

3,445 1,867 1,578 62.9 66.8 58.8 
10,151 2,441 7,710 149.6 75.5 217.2 

4,096 1,938 2,158 115.8 113 3 118.2 

2,183 1,120 1,063 145.6 165.0 129.6 


967 336 632 139.7 142.4 138.5 


(*I (*I (*) (*I (*) ("1
234 93 141 150.6 127.2 171.3 


354 117 238 137.6 143.2 135.5 

379 126 253 135.7 155.7 127.6 


439 218 221 117.0 110.o 124.9 


(*I (*I (*I ("1 (*I ("1
186 101 85 91.5 80.7 109.o 

104 43 61 113.5 107.0 118.4 

141 72 69 188.O 236.1 154.7 


18,468 6,812 11,656 113.8 -85.3 141.4 

3,438 1,865 1,572 62.8 66.8 58.6 
9,730 2,247 7,483 151.4 74.0 220.8 

3,638 1,778 1,860 114.1 111.9 116.3 
1,662 921 741 145.2 162.3 128.4 


NOTE: Fstimates of discharges a re  based  on the experience of members of the sampled households who were alive a t  the t i m e  of the family 
interview. 
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Table 16. Average annual number of hospi ta l  days and average length of s tay by sex, household 
composition, and age: days for discharges from short-stay hospi ta ls ,  United States ,  1958-1960 

[Data a re  based on  household interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The  survey design and information on the 
reliability of the estimates are given in.Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 111 

Average annual number of Average length of s tay  
hospi ta l  days i n  thousands i n  days 

Household composition 
and age Female Female

Both Ma l e  (including (including
sexes deliveries) d el iver ies )  

I166,935 77,018 89.916 8.4 . 10.5 7.2 
~ ~~~ 

20,560 11,353 9,207 6 .O 6.1 5.8 
65,351 24,224 41,127 6.4 9.9 5.3 

48,401 23,680 24,721 11.8 12.2 11.5 
32,623 17,762 14,861 14.9 15.9 14.0 

13: 327 6,453 6,874 10.9 
a 


(*I (*I A*) (*I
2,561 1,593 968 6.9 

4,580 2,137 2,443 10.3 
6,186 2,722 3,464 13.7 

6,966 3,956 3,010 13.6 

(*I (*I (*I (*I (*I (*I
1,566 737 829 8.4 7.3 9.8 

2,020 1,351 669 19.4 31.4 11.0 
3,328 1,865 1,463 23.6 25.9 21.2 

146,641 66,609 80.032 7.9 9.8 6.9 

20,508 11,350 9,158 6 .O 6.1 5.8 
61,224 21,893 39,331 6.3 9.7 5.3 

41,801 20 ,192 21,609 11.5 11.4 11.6 
23,108 13,174 9,934 13.9 l L 3  13.4 


NOT,:  E s t i m a t e s  of discharges a re  based on the experience of members of the sampled households who were alive at the  time of the family 

internew. 
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Table 17. Average annual number and percent distribution of patients discharged and hospital 

days, and average length of stay by sex and hospital type of ownership: short-stay hospitals, 

United States, 1958-1960 


[Data are based on household interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design and information on the 
reliability OF the estimates are givew in Appendix I. Definitions OF terms are given in Appendix Ill -

Sex and hospital ownership 

Average annual 
number of patients

discharged 

Number 
in 

Percent 
dis tri- 

Average annual 
number of hospital 

bYS 

Number 
in 

Percent 
distri-

Average
length
of stay
in days 

thousands bution thousands bution 
~ ~ 

19,875 100.o 166.935 100.o 8.4 

5,779 29.1 41,913 25.1 7.3 

7,717 38.8 65,881 39.5 8.5 


1,	535 7.7 8,932 5.4 5.8 
287 1.4 11,834 7.1 41.2 

445 2.2 5,291 3.2 11.9 

3,389 17.1 27,402 16.4 8.1 


406 2.0 3,157 1.9 7 .8 
316 1.6 2,525 1.5 8 .O 

-Male 
7,365 100 .o 77,018 100 .o 10.5 

2,020 27.4 17,308 22.5 8.6 
2,942 39.9 27,946 36.3 9.5 

555 7..5 3,577 4.6 6.4 

277 3.8 11,592 15.1 41.8 


145 2.0 3,134 4.1 21.6 

1,193 16.2 11,481 14.9 9.6 


112 11.5 796 1.o 7.1 
121 1.6 1,183 1.5 9.8 

-Female 
12,509 100.o 89,916 100.o 7.2 

3,760 30.1 24,604 27.4 6.5 
4,775 38.2 37,935 42.2 7.9 


980 7.8 5,354 6.O 5.5 
(*I (*I (*I (*I (*I

. . 

300 2.4 2,157 2.4 7.2 

2,196 17.6 15,921 17.7 7.3 


293 2.3 2,360 2.6 8.1 
195 1.6 1,342 1.5 6.9 


NOTE: Estimates OF discharges are based on the experience OF members of the sampled households who were a l ive  at the time of the family 
interview. 
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Table 18. Average annual number and percent d i s t r ibu t ion  of pa t i en t s  discharged, average annual 
number of hosp i t a l  days, and average length of s t a y  by sex and type.ofhospi ta1 service: short-

, s t a y  hosp i t a l s ,  United States ,  1958-1960 
[Data are based on household interviews and refer tn the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The  survey design and information on the 

reliability of the estimates a re  given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are  given in Appendix 111 

Sex and type of hospi ta l  service 

Both sexes 

-Male 

Female 

Average annual num- 
Averageber of pa t i en t s  
annual Averagedischarged 

number of length
hospi ta l  of stay

Number Percent days i n  , i n  days 
i n  d i s t r i - thousands ' 

thousands bution 

19,875 100-0 166,935 8.4 

18,869 94.9 159,452 8.5 
99 0.5 494 5.0 

92 0.5 424 4.6 
171 0.9 1,221 7.1 

406 2.0 3,157 7.8 
2 38 1.2 2,186 9.2 

7,365 100.o 77,018 10.5 

7,009 95.2 74,323 10.6 
== (*I (*I (*I ("I 

53 0.7 264 5.0 
89 1 .2  524 5.9 

112 1.6 796 7 .1  
95 1.3 1,081 11.4 

12,509 100.0 89,916 7.2 

11,860 94.8 85,130 7.2 
92 0.7 46 3 5.0 

39 0.3 160 4.1 
82 0.7 697 8.5 

293 2.3 2,360 8.1 
144 1 . 2  1,106 7.7 

NOTE: Estimates o f  discharges are based on the experience of members of the sampled households who were alive a t  the  time d the  family 
interview. 
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Table 19. Average annual number of pa t i en t s  discharged and percent d i s t r ibu t ion  by type of con-
d i t i o n  f o r  which hospitalized'  according t o  sex: discharges from short-stay hosp i t a l s ,  United 
S ta t e s ,  1958-1960 


[Data are based on household interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design and information on the 
reliability of tne estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 

Average annual number 
of pat ients  discharged Percent d i s t r ibu t ion  

i n  thousands Condition f o r  which hospitalized 

Both BothMale Female Male Femalesexes sexes 

19,875 7,365 12,509 100.o 100.0 100.o 

412 189 223 2.1 2.6 1.8 

348 132 216 1.8 1.8 1.7 


1,044 231 813 5.3 3.1 6.5 

167 71 96 0.8 1.o 0.8 


379 144 235 1.9 2.0 1.9 

407 167 240 2.0 2.3 1.9 

106 61 46 0.5 0.8 0.4 

209 116 94 1.1 1.6 0.8 


343 174 169 1.7 2.4 1.4 

676 38 3 292 3.4 5.2 2.3 

162 62 100 0 .8  0.8 0.8 

115 31 85 0.6 0.4 0.7 


263 125 138 1.3 1.7 1.1 

266 143 123 1.3 1.9 1.0 


1,441 696 744 7.3 9.5 5.9 

1,143 617 527 5.8 8.4 4.2 


460 287 173 2.3 3.9 1.4 

443 209 233 2.2 2.8 1.9 

516 39 2 124 2.6 5.3 1.0 

441 120 321 2.2 1.6 2.6 

818 351 46 7 4.1 4.8 3.7 


251 251 ... 1.3 3.4 ... 

678 ... 678 3.4 ... 5.4 

677 339 337 3.4 4.6 2.7 


3,681 ... 3,681 18.5 ... 29.4 

666 ... 666 3.4 ... 5.3 


181 100 82 0.9 1.4 0.7 

125 49 76 0.6 0.7 0.6 

336 200 136 1.7 2.7 1.1 

251 127 125 1.3 1 . 7  1.0 


779 426 353 3.9 5.8 2 .a 

1,084 710 374 5.5 9.6 3.0 

1,004 464 540 5.1 6.3 4.3 


-
NOTE: Estimates of discharges are based on the experience of members of the sampled households who were alive at the time of the family 

interview. 
l S e e  .4ppendix Il for conditions included in each category. . 
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Table 20. Average mutual number of h o s p i t a l  days and average length of s t a y  by sex  and condi t ion  
f o r  which hospi ta l ized1:  days f o r  d i scharges  from shor t - s t ay  h o s p i t a l s ,  united S t a t e s ,  1958-1960 

[Dab are based on household interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitu-tional population. The survey design and information on the 
reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 111 

Average annual number 
Average l eng th  ofof h o s p i t a l  days 

s t a y  i n  daysi n  thousandsCondition f o r  which hosp i t a l i zed  

Both 	 Both
M a  le Female Male Femalesexes 	 sexes 

166,935 77,018 89,916 8 .4  10.5 7 :2 

4,640. 3,041 1,600 11.3 16.1 7.2 
5,451 2,490 2,961 15.7 18.9 13.7 
8,203 1,840 6,362 7.9 8 .o 7.8 
2,258 851 1,407 13.5 12.0 14.7 

3,284 1,483 1,801 8.7 10.3 7.7 
5,048 2,725 2,323 12.4 16.3 9.7 
2,819 1,770 1,049 26.6 29.0 22.8 
1,957 1,305 652 9.4 11.3 6.9 

3,160 1,838 1,322 9.2 10.6 7.8 
11,013 6,594 4,420 16.3 17.2 15.1 
1,	435 581 854 8.9 9.4 8 .5  

8 38 176 662 7.3 5.7 7.8 

2,482 1,480 1,002 9.4 11.8 7 .3  
4,246 2,674 1,571 16.O 18.7 12.8 
3,331 1,682 1,649 2.3 2.4 2.2 
8,419 4,756 3,662 7.4 7.7 6.9 

7,209 2,650 4,559 15.7 9.2 26.4 
2,849 1,421 1,428 6.4 6.8 6 .1  
4,091 3,033 1,058 7.9 7.7 8.5 
5,308 1,810 3,497 12.0 15.1 10.9 
5,774 2,550 3,224 7.1 7.3 6.9 

3,027 3,027 ... 12.1 12.1 ... 
4,556 ... 4,556 6.7 ... 6.7 
5,839 3,343 2,496 8.6 9.9 7.4 

15,721 ... 15,721 4.3 ... 4.3 
2,528 ... 2,528 3.8 ... .3.8 

1,214 536 678 6.7 5.4 8 .3  
1,494 722 773 12.o 14.7 10.2 
6,339 4,633 1,706 18.9 23.2 12.5 
2,160 1,361 800 8.6 10.7 6.4 

11,509 6,163 5,346 14.8 14.5 15.1 
.8,247 5,471 2,776 7.6 7.7 7.4 
10,485 5,015 5,470 10.4 10.8 10 .1  

NOTE: Estimates of discharges are based on the experience of members of the sampled households who were alive at the time of the family 
interview. 

lSee Appendix Il for conditions included in each category. 

33 



Table 21. Average annual number &pat ients  discharged and percent dis t r ibut ion by whether o r  not 

the pa t i en t  was surgical ly  treated'  f o r  the condition according t o  the condition fo r  which hos- 

p i t a l i zed  8 : discharges from short-stay hospi ta ls ,  United States ,  1958-1960 
. .  

[Data are based on household interviews and refer to the living, civilfan, noninstitutional population. T h e  survey design and information on the 
reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 111 


Average annual number of 

pa t i en t s  discharged 


i n  thousands 

Percent d i s t r ibu t ion  

Condition f o r  which hospitalized 

A l l  hosp i t a l  conditions---------- 

Total  

19,875 

412 

348 


1,044 

167 


379 

407 

106 

209 


343 

6 76 


16 2 

115 


263 

266 


1,441 

1,143 


460 

443 

516 

441 

818 


251 

6 78 


677 

3,681 


666 


181 

125 

336 


251 


779 

1,084 

1,004 


:e of men 

surgi- 

c a l l y  


trea ted3 


11,465 

51 

244 

940 


1 4  


66 

11 


9 

184 


101 

30 


(*I
99 


245 

77 


1,132 

51 


97 

382 

481 

276 

284 


183 

565 


197 

3,681 


308 


111 

9 


166 


123 


658 

385 

306 


rs of the sa1 

Not 
surgi-
c a l l y

treated 

8,409 

361 

104 

104 

153 


313 

397 

97 

25 


243 

646 


(*I
17 


18 

189 

309 


1,093 

363 

61 

35 


165 

534 


68 

113 


480-
358 


70 

116 

170 


129 


121 

699 

698 


,d householi 

-

Total 

-
LOO .c-
LOO .c 
LOO .c 
loo. a 
1oo.a 

too .a 
1oo.a 
1oo.a 
loo. a 

100.0 
100.0 

LOO .o 
LOO. 0 

100.0 
LOO.0 
LOO.0 
LOO.0 

100.0 

100.0 

LOO.0 
LOO. 0 
100.0 


-00.0 

-00.0 


-00.0 

.oo .o 

.oo .o 

.oo.o 

.oo .o 

.oo.o 

.oo .o 

.oo .0 

.oo .o 

.oo.0-

surgi-
c a l l y

t r e a  ted3 

57.7 

12.4 
70.1 
90 .o 

8.4 

17.4 
2.7 
8.5 

88 .O 

29.4 
4.4 

(*I
86.1 

93.2 
28.9 
78.6 
4.5 

21.1 
86.2 
93.2 
62.6 
34.7 

72.9 
83.3 

29.1 
100.0 

46.2 

61.3 
7.2 

49.4 

49.0 

84.5 
35.5 
30.5 

Not 
surgi-
c a l l y

treated3 

42.3 

87.6 
29.9 
10.o 
91.6 

82.6 
97.5 
91.5 
12.0 

70.8 
95.6 

(*I
14.8 

6.8 
71.1 
21.4 
95.6 

78.9 
13.8 
6.8 

37.4 
65.3 

27.1 
16.7 

70.9-
53.8 

38.7 
92.8 
50.6 

51.4 

15.5 
64.5 
69.5 

9 of the family 

1Surgically treated pertains to surgery for the condition for which hospitalized only. See  Appendix I1 for definition of surgical operation and 
condition for which hospitalized. 'See Appendix II for conditions included in each category. 

~.. 
'Certain small  frequencies and corresponding percebtages s h o w n i n  th i s -kble  may have very-high error due to sampling. Any frequency less 

than 50,000 cases should he viewed as indicating only the general level of magnitude treatment for the condition., 
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Table 22. Average annual number of hospi ta l  days and average length of s tay  by whether or not , 
the  pat ient  was surgical ly  treated' f o r  the condition, by the condition for  which hospitalized:? 
days for  discharges from short-stay hospi ta ls ,  United States ,  1958-1960 

[Data are based on household interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The  survey design and infamation on the 
reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 111 

Average annual number of Average length of s tay hospi ta l  days i n  days i n  thousands 
Condition for  which hospitalized 

Total  
surgi-
ca l l y  

treated3 

Not 
surgi-
c a l l y

treated3 

A l l  hospi ta l  conditions--------- 166,935 87,890 79,045 

Infect ive and paras i t ic  diseases------ 
Malignant neoplasms------------------- 
Benign and unspecified neoplasms------ 
Diabetes------------------------------

4,640 
5,451 
8,203 
2,258 

1,227 
4,541 
7,468 

521 

3,414 
911 
735 

1,737 

Other endocrine, a l l e r g i c  and 
metabolic disorders----------------- 

Mental and personality disorders------ 
In t racran ia l  lesions------------------ 
Diseases of the eye------------------- 

3,284 
5,048 
2,819 
1,957 

942 
77 

30 7 
1,474 

2,343 

2,512 
483 

4,970 

Other diseases of nervous system 
and sense organs-------------------- 

Heart disease------------------------- 
Hypertension without heart  involve- 

merit--------------------------------
Varicose veins (excluding hemorrhoids)- 

3,160 
11,013 

1,435 
838 

8 26 
366 

(*I
644 

2,335 
10,648 

(*I
194 

Hemorrhoids--------------------------- 2,482 2,369 112 
A l l  other circulatory----------------- 
Upper respiratory conditions---------- 
Other respiratory conditions---------- 

4,246 
3,331 
8 p 9  

1,376 
2,060 

413 

2,870 
1,270 
8,006 

Ulcer of stomach and duodenum--------- 
Appendicitis--------------------------
Hernia;-------------------------------
Diseases of the gallbladder----------- 
A l l  other digest ive system conditlons- 

7,209 
2,849 
4,091 
5,308 
5,774 

1,579 
2,605 
3,847 
4,146 
2,601 

5,629 
244 
244 

1,162 
3,173 

Male geni ta l  disorders---------------- 
Female breast  and geni ta l  disorders--- 
A l l  other genitourinary system 

conditions--------------------------
Deliveries----------------------------
Complications of pregnancy and the 

puerperium--------------------------

3,027 
4,556 

5,839 
15,721 

2,528 

2,257 
3,694 

2,313 
15,721 

1,276 

770 
862 

3,526-
1,252 

Diseases of the skin------------------ 1,214 654 560 
A r t h r i t i s ,  a l l  forms------------------ 
Other diseases of bones and joints---- 
Other diseases of the musculoskeletal 

1,494 
6,339 

59 
4,420 

1,435 
1,920 

system------------------------------ 2,160 848 1,313 

Fractures and dislocations------------ 
A l l  other current injuries------------ 
A l l  other conditions and observations- 

11,509 
8,247 

10,485 

10,315 
4,013 
2,821 

1,194 
4,234 
7,664 

NOTE: Estimates of discharges 
interview. 

are based on the experience of me] !rs of the san ed househol 

Total 

8.4 

11.3 
15.7 

7.9 
13.5 

8.7 
12.4 
26.6 
9.4 

9.2 
16.3 

8.9 
7.3 

9.4 
16.0 
2.3 
7.4 

15.7 
6.4 
7.9 

12.0 
7.1 

12.1 
6.7 

8.6 
4.3 

3.8 

6.7 
12.0 
18.9 

8.6 

14.8 
7.6 

10.4 
who we] 

surgi-
c a l l y

treated 

7.7 

24.1 
18.6 
7.9 

37.2 

14.3 
7.0 

34.1 
8.0 

8.2 
12.2 

(*I
6.5 

9.7 
17.9 
1.8 
8.1 

16.3 
6.8 
8.0 

15.0 
9.2 

12.3 
6.5 

11.7 
4.3 

4.1 

5.9 
6.6 

26.6 

6.9 

15.7 
10.4 
9.2 

alive a t  the I 

Not 
surgi-
c a l l y .

t reated3 

9.4 

9.5 
8.8 
7.1 

11.4 

7.5 
12.5 
25.9 
19.3 

9.6 
16.5 

(*I
11.4 

6.2 
15.2 
4.1 
7.3 

15.5 
4.0 
7 .O 
7.0 
5.9 

11.3 
7.6 

7.3-
3.5 

8 .O 
12.4 
11.3 

10.2 

9.9 
6.1 

11.0 
e of t h e  family 

lsurgically treated pertains to surgery for the condition for wbich hospitalized only.-See Appendix I1 for definition of surgical-operation and 
!condition for which hospitalized. 2See Appendix II for conditions included in each category. 

3Certain small frequencies, and corresponding average lengths of stay,  shown in th i s  table may have very high ermr due to sampling. Any fre- 
quency less than 600,000 days or the corresponding length of stay,  should he viewed as indicating only the general level of days  or hospital s tay  
for the condition. 
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Table 23. Average annual number of pa t i en t s  discharged and number per 1,000 population per  year 
by sex, age, and whether o r  not the pa t i en t  had surgery during h i s  hospi ta l izat ion:  discharges 
from short-stay hosp i t a l s ,  United S ta t e s ,  1958-1960 

[Data are based on household interviews and refer tu the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The  survey design and information on the 
reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 

Average annual number of 

pa t i en t s  discharged 


i n  thousands 
Age and hospi ta l  discharges 
~~ ~with o r  without surgery 

Both 
 Male Female 
sexes 

~~ 

Number of pa t i en t s  discharged 
p e r  1,000 population per  year 

Both Male Female 
sexes 

19,875 7,365 12,509 114.9 87.5 140.9 

11,524 
8,351 

3,399 
3,966 

8,124 
4,385 

66.6 
48.3 

40.4 
47.1 

91.5 
49.4 

3,445 1,867 1,578 62.9 66.8 58.8 

1,818 
1,627 

1,009 
857 

808 
7 70 

33.2 
29.7 

36.1 
30.7 

30.1 
28.7 

10.151 2.441 7,710 149.6 75.5 217.2 
~~ 

6,981 
3,170 

1,123 
1,318 

5,858 
1,852 

102.9 
46.7 

34.7 
40.8 

165.1 
52.2 

45-64-
4,096 1,938 2,158 115.8 113.3 118.2 

1,880 
2,217 

838 
1,100 

1,042 
1,117 

53.2 
62.7 

49 .O 
64.3 

57.1 
61.2 

2,183 1,120 1,063 145.6 165.O 

845 429 417 56,.4 63.2 
1,337 691 646 89.2 101.8 -1


129.6) 

KOTE: Estimates of discharges are based on the experience of members of t h e  sampled households who were alive at the time OF the Family Iinterview. 
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Table 24. Average annual number of hospi ta l  days and average length of s t ay  by sex, age, and 
whether o r  not the pa t i en t  had surgery during h i s  hospitalization: days f o r  discharges from 
short-stay hospi ta ls ,  United S ta t e s ,  1958-1960 

[Datalare based on household intwviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design and information on the 
reliability of the estimates a r e  given in dppendix I. Definitions of terms are  given in Appendix IIl 

~~ 

Average annual number of 
hospi ta l  days i n  thousands 

Age and hospi ta l  days 
with o r  without surgery 

Under 15 

-45-64 

interview. 

Average length of s tay 

i n  days 


Both Male FemaleIsexes 

8.4 10.51 7.2 

7.7 11.2 6.3 
9.3 9.8 8.8 

6 .O 6.1 5.8 

4.4 4.5 4.3 
7.7 7.9 7.5 

6.4 9.9 5.3 

6.2 11.8 5.1 
6.9 8.3 5.9 

11.8 12.2 11.5 

12.1 
11.'6 

14.9 

17.7 19.7 15.7 
13.2 13.5 12.9 

I 

Both 
sexes 

166,935 

89,146 
77,789 

20,560 

8,033 
12,527 

65,351 

43,364 
21,987 

48,401 

22,767 
25,634 

32,623 

14,982 
17,641 

Male 

7,7,018 

37,964 
39,055 

11,353 

4,571 
-6,782 

24,224 

13,238 
10,986 

23,680 

11,714 
11,966 

17,762 

8,440 
9,322 

Female 

89,916 

51,184 
38,732 

9,207 

3,462 
5,745 

41,127 

30,126 
11,001 

24.721 

11,054 
13,667 

14,861 
6,542 
8,319 
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Table 25. Average annual number of surgical operations1-and percent distribution by type of oper- 

ation according to sex including and excluding deliveries: discharges from short-stay hospi- 

tals, United States, 1958-1960 


[Data are based on household interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design and information on the 
reliability o f  the estamates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in  Appendix nl 

. .  

Average annual 
number of operations 

in thousands 
Percent distribution 

-
Type of operation Female 

Both 
sexes Male Female Both 

sexes Male In-
c lu ding 
deliv-

EX-
cluding
deliv-

eries eries 

12,006 3,564 8,442 100 .o 100 .o 100.o 100 .o 

52 30 21 0.4 0.8 0.2 0.4 
235 140 95 2.0 3.9 1.1 2 .o 
100 28 72 0.8 0.8 0.9 1 ..5 

1,063 482 581 8.9 13.5 6.9 12.2 

91 62 29 0.8 1.7 0.3 0.6 
81 25 56 0.7 0.7 0.7 1.2 
410 188 222 3.4 5.3 2.6 4.7 
499 379 120 4.2 10.6 1.4 2.5 

210 107 10 3 1.7 3 .O 1.2 2.2 
259 122 137 2.2 3.4 1.6 2.9 
300 
10 3 

118 
57 

212 
46 

2.5 
0.9 

2;5 
1. .6 

2.5 
0.5 

4.5 
1.o 

164 60 104 1.4 1.7 1.2 2.2 

28 2 282 ... 2.3 7 -9 ... ... 
359 ... 359 3 .O ... 4.3 7.6 

1,332 ... 1,332 11.1 ... 15.8 28.1 
627 335 29 3 5.2 9.4 3.5 6.2 

137 ... 137 1.1 ... 1.6 ... 
3,559 
2,144 

... 
1,180 964 

3,559 29.6 
17.9 

... 
33.1 

42.2 
11.4 

... 
20.3 

NOTE: Estimates of discharges are based on the experience of members of the sampled households who were alive at the time o f  the family 
interview. 

'See Appendix I1 for definition of surgical operation. 
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Table 26. Average annual population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication by age and 

sex: United States, 1958-1960 


[Data are based on household interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. T h e  survey design and information on the 

reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 111 

Both 
 Male Female
1 Isexes 


Population in thousands 


172,961 84,169 88,791 

19,787 
34;982 

10,078 
17,855 

9,709 
17,128 

22,377 10,556 11,821 

22,232 
23,224 

10,634 
11,153 

11,599 
12,071 

20,217 9,839 10,379 

15,150 
9,852 
5,139 

7,267 
4,576 
2,213 

7,883 
5,276 
2,926 

NOTE: For ofFicial population estimates for more general use, see Rureau of the  Census reports on t h e  civilian population of the United States, 
in Current Population Reports: Series P-20, P-25, and P-60. 
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Table 27. Average annual population used i n  obtaining rates shown i n  t h i s  publication by region, resi-
' dence, race, sex, and age: United States ,  1958-1960 

[Data are based on household interviews and refer to the living, c ivi l ian,  noninstitutional population. The survey des i  and information on the reliability 
of  the estimates are given in Appendix I .  Definitions o f  terms are given in Appendix 

I I I 

Sex and age Total North-
east  

Region 

North 
Central South West 

Residence 

Rural
Urban nonfarm 

Rural
farm 

Race 

Non-White h i t e  

Both sexes 

A l l  ages---- 172,961 43,874 52,096 

Population i n  thousands 

51,760 25,232 103,834 48,719 20,408 153,540 19,421 

54,769 
22,377 

22,232 
23,224 

35,367 
14;991 

12,607 
5,322 

5,722 
6,178 

9,884 
4,161 

16,870 
6,662 

6,698 
6,991 

10,361 
4,514 

16,971 
7,315 

6,542 
6,542 

10,221 
4,168 

8,322 
3,078 

3,270 
3,513 

4,902 
2,147 

30,109 
13,518 

13,162 
14,187 

23,059 
9,799 

17,757 
5,953 

7,105 
6,654 

7,922
3,328 

6,904 
2,906 

1,966 
2,383 

4,386 
1,863 

47,269 
19,566 

19,733 
20,896 

32,125 
13,951 

7,501 
2,811 

2,500 
2,328 

3,242 
1,040 

84,169 

27,932 
10,556 

10,634 
11,153 

17,106 
6,789 

21,260 

6,426 
2,554 

2,764 
2,946 

4,725 
1,844 

25,780 

8,627 
3,173 

3,310 
3,426 

5,152 
2,092 

24,856 

8,624 
3,428 

3,061 
3,079 

4,815 
1,849 

12,274 

4,254 
1,401 

1,499 
1,702 

2,414 
1,004 

49,541 

15,313 
6,238 

6,338 
6,642 

10,818 
4,193 

24,139 

9,080 
2,804 

3,329 
3,341 

3,994 
1,591 

10,489 

3,540 
1,515 

966 
1,170 

2,294 
1,004 

74,826 

24,168 
9,226 

9,503 
10,079 

15,552 
6,299 

9,343 

3,765 
1,330 

1,131 
1,074 

1,554 
490 

88,791 

26,837 
11,821 

11,599 
12,071 

18,261 
8,202 

22,614 

6,180 
2,768 

2,958
3,232 

5,158 
2,317 

26,316 

8,243 
3,489 

3,388 
3,565 

5,209
2,422 

26,904 

8,346 
3,887 

3,481 
3,464 

5,407 
2,319 

12,957 

4,067 
1,677 

1.771 
1,811 

2,487 
1,144 

54,292 

14,796 
7,280 

6,824 
7,546 

12,241 
5,606 

24,580 

8,678 
3,150 

3,775 
3,312 

3,928 
1,737 

9,919 

3,363 
1,392 

1,000 
1,213 

2,092 
859 

78,714 

23,101 
10,340 

10,230 
10,817 

16,573 
7,653 

10.078 

3,736 
1,481 

1,369 
1,254 

1,688 
550 

on est imates  for more general use ,  see Bureau of the Census reports o n  the civi l ian po 
S P-20, P-25,  and P-60. 

ation o f  I United States, in Cur- 
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Table 28. Average annual population used i n  obta in ing  rates shown i n  t h i s  publ ica t ion  by usua l  
a c t i v i t y  s t a t u s ,  sex, and age: United S t a t e s ,  1958-1960 

[Data are based on household interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design and information on the  
.reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix 111 

~~~~ ~ 

Usual a c t i v i t y  s t a t u s  

Sex and age A 11 
a c t i v i t i e s  

Population i n  thousands 

172,961 60,319 60,264 36.240 6.134 10.004 

60,319 60,319 ... ... ... ... 
16,828 ... 7,272 3,477 ... 6,079 

22,232 ... 13,300 7,975 ... 957 
23,224 ... 14,913 7,626 ... 684 

35,367 ... 22,059 11,097 725 1,486 
14,991 ... 2,720 6,065 5,408 798 

84,169 30.750 42,055 ... 4,963 6,402 

30,750 30,750 ... ... ... ... 
7,738 ... 4,170 ... ... 3,569 

10,634 ... 9,858 ... ... 776 
11,153 ... 10,616 ... ... 536 

17,106 ... 15,354 ... 604 1,148 
6,789 ... 2,058 ... 4,359 37 2 

Female 

88,791 29,569 18,210 36,240 1,170 3,602 

29,569 29,569 ... ... ... ... 
9,089 ... 3,103 3,477 .... 2,510 

11,599 ... 3,443 7,975 ... 181 
12,071 ... 4,297 7,626 ... 148 

18,261 ... 6,706 11,097 121 337 
8,202 ... 662 6,065 1,049 426 

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports on the civilian population of the United States, 
in Current Population Reports: Series P-20, P-25, and P-60. 

'Persons aged 17 years and over who were going to school are included with the  'Other" group. 
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Table 29. Average annual population used i n  obtaining rates shown i n  t h i s  publication by family income, 
household composition, sex,  and age: United States ,  1958-1960 

[Pata are based on household interviews and refer to the living, civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design and information on the reliability 
o f  the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitims of terms are given in Appendix 111 

Family income 	 Household composition I 	
I 

I 

Living

Sex and age Total 	 Under $2,000- $4,000- $7,000+ Living Living 
$2,000 3,999 6,999 alone noI:E!a- withI I 1 	 1 I 1 I

tives re lat ives  

Population i n  thousands 
Both sexes 

A l l  ages----- 172,961 24,680 36,106 61,284 39,262 11.629 6,922 3.752 162,287 

54,769 
22,377 

6,257 
3,496 

11,784 
5,164 

21,898 
7,358 

12,015 
4,723 

2,815 
1,636 

(*I
360 

(*I
1,197 

54,714 
20,820 

22,232 
23,224 

1,933 
1,916 

4,439 
4,025 

9,632 
8,980 

5,129 
6,864 

1,099 
1,438 

500 
694 

481 
354 

21,251 
22,176 

35,367 
14,991 

5,264 
5,815 

7,127 
3,566 

10,991 
2,426 

8,847 
1,683 

3,139 
1,501 

2,573 
2,792 

916 
750 

31,878 
11,449 

A l l  ages----- 84,169 11,239 17,237 30,482 19,733 5,479 2,360 1,982 79,828 

27,932 
10,556 

3,163 
1,752 

5,976
2,296 

11,205 
3,336 

6,165 
2,344 

1,424 
827 

(4 
136 

(*)
7 20 

27,906 
9,700 

10,634 
11,153 

903 
829 

2,119 
1,812 

4,651 
4,489 

2,419 
3,359 

542 
664 

265 
331 

319 
213 

10,050 
10,609 

17,106 
6,789 

2,078 
2,515 

3,242 
1,792 

5,660 
1,141 

4,677 
769 

1,449 
572 

817 
80 9 

402 
305 

15,887 
5,675 

88.791 13,441 18,869 30,803 19,529 6,150 4,562 1,770 

26,837 
11,821 

3,095 
1,743 

5,808 
2,868 

10,694 
4,021 

5,850 
2,379 

1,391 
809 

(*I
224 

11,599 
12,071 

1,030 
1,087 

2,320 
2,213 

4,982 
4,491 

2,710 
2,505 

557 
774 

235 
363 11,567 

18,261 
8,202 

3,186 
3,300 

3,886 
1,774 

5,331
1,284 

4,170 
915 

1,690 
925 

1,756 
1,983 446 

15,990 
5,773 

I 

NGTE: For official popula n estimate! r more general use,  see Bureau of the, Census reports on the c ian popul on of the United States, in G r -  
rent Population Reports: Series P-20, P-25, ,and P-60. 
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APPENDIX I' 


TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS 


Background of This Report 

This report on hospitaldischarges isoneof a series 
of statistical reports prepared by the U. S .  National 
Health Survey which cover separate health-related 
topics. It is based on information collected in a con- 
tinuing nationwide sample of households in the Health 
Interview Survey, which is one of the major projects 
of the U. S .  National Health Survey. 

The Health Interview Survey utilizes a question- 
naire which elicits information on illnesses, injuries, 
chronic conditions, disability, medical care, and other 
health topics in addition to personal and demographic 
characteristics. As data relating to each of these 
various broad topics are tabulated and analyzed, 
separate reports a r e  issued which cover one or  more 
of the specific topics. 

The population covered by the sample for the 
Health Interview Survey is the civilian noninstitutional 
population of the United States living at the time of 
interview. The sample does not include members of 
the Armed Forces, U. S .  nationals living in foreign 
countries, or crews of vessels. It should also be 
noted that the estimates shown do not represent a 
complete count of discharges from short-stay hos- 
pitals during the two years since no adjustment has 
been made for household members who were hospital-
ized during the 6-month recall period but who died 
prior to the time the household was interviewed. 

S'tatistical Design of the 
Health Interview Survey 

General plan.-The sampling plan of the survey 
follows a multistage probability design which permits 
a continuous sampling of the civilian noninstitutional 
population of the United States. The first stage of 
this design consists of drawing a sample of 500 from 
the 1,900 geographically defined Primary Sampling 
Units (PSU's) into which the United States has been 
divided. A PSU is a county, a group of contiguous 
counties, o r  a Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area. 

With no loss in general understanding, the re-
maining stages can be telescoped and treated in this 
discussion a s  an ultimate stage. Within PSU's then, 
ultimate stage units called segments are defined, 
also geographically, in such a manner that each seg- 
ment contains an expected six households. Each week 
a random sample of about 120 segments is drawn. 
In the approximately 700 households in these segments, 
household members are interviewed concerning fac- 
tors related to health. 

Since the household members interviewed each 
week a re  a representative sample of the population, 
samples for successive weeks can be combined into 

larger samples. Thus the design permits both con- 
tinuous measurement of characteristics of high in- 
cidence or  prevalence in the population and, through 
the larger consolidated samples, more detailed anal- 
ysis of less common characteristics and smaller 
categories. The continuous collection has adminis-
trative and operational advantages a s  well a s  tech- 
nical assets, since it permits field work to be handled 
with an experienced, stable staff. 

Sample size and geographic detail.-The national 
sample plan over the two-year period ending June 26, 
1960 includes approximately 245,000 persons from 
75,000 households in 12,600 segments, with repre- 
sentation from every State. The sample was designed 
in such a fashion that tabulations can be provided for 
the four main regions and for urban and rural  sectors 
of the United States. 

Collection of data.-The field operations for the 
household survey are performed by the Bureau of the 
Census under specifications established by the National 
Health Survey. In accordance with these specifications 
the Bureau of the Census designs and selects the 
sample, conducts the field interviewing, carries out 
quality control procedures, and reviews and codes 
the questionnaires. 

Processing of data.-The coded data areprocessed 
on electronic computers by the National Health Sur-
vey staff. Included in this processing a re  assignment 
of weights, ratio adjustments, and related procedures 
necessary to project the data to national estimates. 
Another phase of this processing procedure ipvolves 
carrying out internal edits and consistency checks 
to insure that the data are not incorrect due to errors 
in recording responses, coding, or processing. No 
editing can, of course, be expected to remove error 
or bias in reporting by respondents. Finally, the 
weekly data are combined to provide quarterly and 
annual data and tabulations are prepared which give 
estimates of aggregates, rates, and other statistical 
measures. 

Estimating methods.-Each statistic produced by 
the survey-for example, the number of discharges 
from short-stay hospitals for persons aged 15-24 
years-is the result of two stages of ratio estimation. 

The first stage ratio factor is: the 1950 decennial 
census population of the United States divided by the 
estimated 1950 population in the sample of 500 PSU's 
selected for the U. S .  National Health Survey. 

This factor is applied for some 50 color-resi-
dence classes. 

The second stage ratio factors are: official Bu- 
reau of the Census estimates of the current popula- 
tion divided by estimates produced by the U. S. Na-
tional Health Survey sample. These factors are com-
puted for about 60 age-sex-color classes. 
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The effect of the ratio estimating process is to 
make the sample closely representative of the U. S. 
population by age, sex, color, and residence, thus 
reducing sampling variance. 

The survey questionnaire uses a 12-month recall 
period for hospitalizations. That is ,  the respondent 
is asked to report hospitalizations which occurred 
during the 12 months prior to the week of interview. 
Information is also obtained as to the date of entry 
into the hospital and duration of stay. Analysis of 
this information, and also the results of special 
studies, has shown that there is an increase in under- 
reporting of hospitalizations with increase in time in- 
terval between the discharge and the interview. Exclu- 
sive of the hospital experience of decedents, the net 
underreporting with a 12 months' recall is in the 
neighborhood of 10 percent, but underreporting of 
discharges within 6 months of the week of interview 
is estimated to be less than 5 percent. For 'this reason 
all of the data included in this report are based upon 
hospital discharges reported to have occurred within 
6 months of the week of interview. Since the interviews 
were evenly distributed according to weekly probability 
samples throughout any 1interviewing year, no seasonal 
bias was introduced by doubling the 6-month recall 
data to produce an annual estimate for that year of 
interviewing. Doubling the six months' data in effect 
imputes to the entire year preceding the interview 
the rate of hospital discharges actually observed 
during the 6 months prior to interview. 

The basic statistical estimate presented in this 
report is the average annual number of hospital 
discharges experienced during a year by the popula- 
tion alive at the end of the year. The estimates for the 
two 1-year periods of interviewing, July 1958-June 
1959 and July 1959-June 1960 were averaged to pro- 
duce annual rates of hospital discharges with lower 
variances than would have been obtained from the 
use of a single year of data. A s  previously stated, 
the associated population is the average civilian non- 
institutional population during the period July 1958- 
June 1960. The hospital data refer to hospital dis-
charges that occurred during the year prior to the 
week of interview and therefore may be said to 
include discharges that took place from July 1957- 
June 1960. (Tabulated data include discharges occurring 
from January 1958-June 1960, but imputed from the 6- 
month recall to have occurred during a 12-month period. 
This procedure introduces only a very slight bias in the 
estimates a s  a result of the gradual upward trendin 
hospital utilization.) It is recognized that some readers 
may wish to relate the data of this report to other in- 
formation for which calendar year data are available. 
For sucha purpose, the annual estimates presented here' 
are perhaps best considered a s  average annual esti-
mates for discharges occurring in the calendar years 
1958 and 1959. 

General Qualifications 

Nonresponse.-Data are adjusted for nonresponse 
by a procedure which imputes to persons in a house- 
hold which was not interviewed the characteristics 
of persons in households which were interviewed in the 
same segment. The total noninterview rate was 5 per-
cent; 1 percent was refusal, and the other 4 percent 

was primarily due to the failure to find any eligible 
household respondent after repeated trials. 

The interview process.-The statistics presented 
in this report a re  based on replies secured in inter- 
views in the sampled households. Each person 18 
years of age and over, available at the time of inter-
view, was interviewed individually. Proxy respondents 
within the household were employed for adults not 
available at the time of the interview and for children, 
provided the respondent was closely related to the 
person about whcm information was being obtained. 

Population figures.-Some of the published tables 
include population figures for specified categories. 
Except for certain over-all totals which are adjusted 
to independent estimates, these figures are based on 
the sample of households in the U. S. National Health 
Survey. They are  given primarily for the purpose of 
providing denominators for rate computation and popu- 
lations for sampling errors,  and for this purpose a re  
more appropriate for use with the accompanying 
measurements of health characteristics than other popu- 
lation data which may be available. In some instances 
they will permit users to recombine published data 
into classes more suitable to their specific needs. 
The population figures differ from corresponding fig- 
ures '(which a re  derived from different sources) pub- 
lished in reports of the Bureau of the Census. For 
population data for general use, see the official es-
timates presented in Bureau of the Census reports 
in the P-20, P-25, and P-60 series. 

Reliability of Estimates 

Since the estimates a re  based on a sample, they 
differ somewhat from the figures that would have been 
obtained if  a complete census had been taken using 
the same schedules, instructions, and interviewing 
personnel and procedures. A s  in any survey, the 
results are also subject to measurement error. 

The standard e r ror  is primarily a measure of 
sampling variability; that is, the variations that might 
occur by chance because only a sample of thepop-
ulation is surveyed. A s  calculated for this report, 
the standard error also reflects part of the variation 
which arises in the measurement process. It does not 
include estimates of any biases which might lie in the 
data. The chances a re  about 68 out of 100 that an esti-
mate from the sample differs from the value ob- 
tained from a complete census by less than the stand- 
ard error. The chances a re  about 95 out of 100 that 
the difference is less than twice the standard error 
and about 99 out of 100 that it is less than 2% times 
as large. 

In order to derive standard e r rors  which would 
be applicable to a wide variety of health statistics and 
which could be prepared at a moderate cost, a number 
of approximations were required. A s  a result, the 
tables of standard e r rors  shown in this Appendix 
should be interpreted a s  providing estimates of ap- 
proximate standard errors,  rather than as the pre- 
cise standard errors for any specific statistic. 

The following rules will enable the reader to 
determine the sampling e r rors  for the data contained 
in this report: 

1. Estimates of aggregates: Approximate stand- 
ard errors of estimates of aggregates for the number 
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of hospital discharges and the number of hospital 
days are obtained from the appropriate columns of 
table I. 

Example: 
There were 19,875,000discharges from short- 

stay hospitals. Since the standard error for this 
estimate is not shown in table I, it is necessary 
to interpolate between the standard error for 
10,000,000 discharges which is ,256,000 and the 
standard 'error for 20,000,000 discharges which 
is 352,000. Such interpolation gives 351,000 as  
the standard error for 19,875,000 discharges. 

Table I. Standard e r r o r s  of estimates of 
aggregates 

( A l l  numbers shown i n  thousands) 

Hospital  
discharges Hospita 1Size of estimate and dayspopulatio? 
estimates 

24 44 
35 58 
52 87 
80 112 

112 160 

135 192 
176 256 
256 384 
352 592 

417 777 
505 1,150 
560 2,080 
640 3,840 

lStandard errors f o r  population est imates  must be computed for a l l  
est imates  except  s e x ,  a g e ,  race,  and residence which are adjusted to 
Bureau of the Census  figures so are not  considered subject  to sam-
pling error. 

2. Estimates of percentages based on hospital 
discharges: Approximate standard errors  of the per- 
centages shown in tables based on hospital discharges 
are  given in the appropriate columns of table 11. 

Example: 
Of the 12,509,000 discharges reported for 

females, 21.9 percent of these discharges were 
for the age group 15-24. Since neither the base 
nor the percentage is shown in table I1 it is 
necessary to interpolate. Interpolating between 
10 percent and 25 percent we obtain 0.9 as  the 
standard error of 21.9 percent with a base of 
10,000,000 and 0.7 as the standard error of 21.9 
percent with a base of 20,000,000. A final inter- 
polation between these results yields 0.9 as the 
standard error of 21.9 percent with a base of 
12,509,000 discharges. 
3. Estimates of percentages based on hospitala:Approximate standard errors of the percentages 

shown in tables based on hospital days are given in 
the appropriate columns of table 111. 

Example: 
Of the 166,935,000 days reported for both 

sexes, 7.5 percent of these days were for per- 
sons 75 years and over. Since neither the base 
nor the percentage is shown in table 111 we must 
interpolate. Interpolating between 5 percent and 
10 percent we obtain 0.3 as  the standard error 
of 7.5 percent with a base of 100,000,000 and 0.2 
as  the standard error of 7.5 percent with a base of 
200,000,000. A final interpolation between these 
results yields 0.2 as  the standard error of 7.5 
percent with a base of 166,935,000 days. 
4. Estimates of the number of hospital discharges 

as  a rate of the population: Approximate standard 
errors  for estimates of the number of discharges per 
1,000 population are obtained in table I1afterconverting 
the rate to a percentage. The standard error  derived 
from table I1 must be multiplied by 10 so a s  to apply 
to a rate per 1,000 population. 

Example: 
For males aged 65-74 there were 160.6 

discharges per 1,000 population. Converting the 
rate to a percent we obtain 16.1 percent with a 
base of 4,576,000 persons aged 65-74. Following 

Table 11. Standard e r r o r s  of percentages based on hosp i t a l  discharges 

For estimated Dercentaee of:When the base of the percentage is: 
( i n  thousands) 2 or 98 I 5 o r  95 I10 o r  90 I 25 or 75 1 50 

The approximate standard e r ro r  (expressed i n  
percentage points) is: 

2.3 3.4 4.8 7.0 8.5 
1.4 2.2 3.0 4.5 5.5 
0.9 1.4 1.9 2.8 3.3 
0.7 1.1 1.6 2.3 2.9 

0.6 1.0 1.3 2.0 2.3 
0.5 0.7 0.9 1.5 1.7 
0.3 0.5 0.7 1.0 1.2 
0.3 0.4 0.5 0.8 0.9 
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Table 111. Standard e r r o r s  of percentages based on hosp i t a l  days 

When the  base of the percentage is: 
( i n  thousands) 

I 

the instructions in rule 2 results in a 1.2 per- 
cent standard error for 16.1 percent with a base 
of 4,576,000. Multiplying this result by 10 yields 
12.0 a s  the standard error of the rate of 160.6 
per 1,000 population with a base population of 
4,576,000. 
5. Estimate of the number of hospital days per 

discharge (average length of stay) o r  per 1,000 popu- 
m:Approximate standard errors for estimates 
of the number of hospital days per discharge or per 
1,OOO population are obtained as  follows: 

(a) Obtain the standard error of the numera- 
tor (the total number of hospital days for the par- 
ticular population group being studied) from table I. 
Divide the standard error by the numerator itself. 
Square the results. 

(b) Obtain the standard error for thedenomina- 
tor (the population of the particular group being 
studied) from table I. Divide the standard error 
by the denominator itself. Square the results. 
(Note: Where the denominator is adjusted to Bu-
reau of the Census figures (sex, age, race, and 
residence) and therefore is not considered subject 
to samplipg error, this quantity is zero.) 

(c) Add the answers from steps (a) and (b) 
above and extract the square root. 

(d) Multiply the answer from step (c) by the 
rate. The result is the approximate standard error 
of the rate. This procedure normally gives anover- 
estimate of the t rue sampling error. 

For estimated percentage of:  

2 or 98 I 5 or 95 I 10 o r  90 I 25 or 75 I 50 

The approximate standard e r r o r  (expressed i n  
percentage points) is: 

4.2 6.5 9.0 13.3 16.5 
2.3 3.6 5.0 7.4 9.1 
1.7 2.6 3.6 5.3 6.7 
1.0 1.6 2.2 ' 3.2 3.9 

0.9 1.4 2.0 2.9 3.2 
0.6 1.0 1.3 2.0 2.4 
0.5 0.7 0.9 1.4 1 .7  
0.3 0.5 0.7 1.0 1.2 

0.3 0.4 0.6 0.9 1.0 
0.2 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.7 
0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 
0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 

Examples: 
A. The average length of hospital stay per dis-

charge among persons 45-54 years of age was 
11.5 days (table 1). Utilizing Rule 1,  the stand- 
ard error for the numerator of 25,876,000 days 
is 701,000, and the standard error for the de- 
nominator of 2,246,000 discharges is 118,000. 
Completing the computation a s  follows: l l . 5 d ( m -

25,876,000 2,246,000 

yields 0.68 as  the standard error of 11.5 days of 
hospital stay. 

B. There were 255.2 hospital days per year 
reported per 1,000 population aged 5- 14 years (table 
1). The standard error for the numerator of 
8,928,000 days is 357,000, and the denominator, 
because it has been adjusted to Bureau of the 
Census population figures, is assumed to have 
no sampling error. Completing the computation 
as follows: 

255.2 /F8,928,000 

yields 10.2 as  the standard error of 255.2 hos- 
pital days per 1,000 population 5-14 years of age. 
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APPENDIX II 


DIEFIN IT IONS O F  CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT 


Terms Reloting to Hospital ization 

Hospital discharge.-A hospital discharge is the 
completion of any continuous period of stay of one o r  
more nights in a hospital, as an inpatient, except 
the period of stay of a well, newborn infant. A hos-
pital discharge is recorded whenever a present mem- 
ber of the household is reported to have beendis- 
charged from a hospital in the 12-month period prior 
to the interview week. (For this report estimates 
were  based on discharges which occurred during the 
6-month period prior to the interview. See Appendix I.) 

Hospital.-For this survey a hospital is defined 
a s  any institution meeting one of the following cri-
teria: (1) named in the listing of hospitals in the 
1957-1959 Guide Issues of Hospitals, the Journal of 
the American Hospital Association; (2) named in the 
listing of hospitals in the 1957-1960 Directories of 
the American Osteopathic Hospital Association; or  
(3) named in the annual inventory of hospitals and 
related facilities submitted by the States to the Di- 
vision of Hospital and Medical Facilities of the U. S .  
Public Health Service in conjunction with the Hill-
Burton program. 

Hospital ownership.-Hospital ownership isa clas- 
sification of hospitals according to the type of organi- 
zation that controls and operates thehospital. Thecate- 
gory to which an individual hospital is assigned and the 
definition of these categories follows the usage of the 
American Hospital Association. 

Type of hospital service.-Type of hospital serv- 
ice is a classification of hospitals accordingtothe pre- 
dominant type of cases for which they provide care. 
The category to which an individual hospital is as-
signed and the definition of these categories follows 
the usage of the American Hospital Association. 

Short-stay hospital.-A short-stay hospital is one 
for which the type of service is: general; maternity; 
eye, ear, nose, and throat; children's; osteopathic 
hospital; o r  hospital department of institution. 

Hospital day.-A hospital day is a day in which 
a person is confined to a hospital. The day is counted 
a s  a hospital day only if  the patient stays overnight. 
Thus, a patient who enters the hospital on Monday 
afternoon and leaves Wednesday noon is considered to 
have had two hospital days. 

Estimates of the total number of hospital days are 
derived by summing the days for all hospital dis-
charges. (See definition of "Hospital discharge.") 

Length of hospital stay.-The length of hospital 
stay is the duration in days, exclusive of the day of 
discharge, of a hospital discharge. (See definition 
of "Hospital discharge.") 

Average length of stay.--?he average length of 
stay per discharged patient is computed by dividing 

- -

the total number of hospital days for a specified group 
by the total number of discharges for the same group. 

Condition for which hospitalized.-The condition 
for which hospitalized is the condition responsible for 
a hospitalization. If there is more than one hospital 
condition for any one episode, only that one believed to 
be chiefly responsible for the stay in the hospital is 
tabulated. If a persor. enters a hospital for diagnostic 
tests, o r  for an operation, the condition that made the 
tests or  operation necessary is considered to be the 
condition for which hospitalized. 

Normal delivery in a hospital is included a s  a 
condition for which hospitalized but care of the well, 
newborn infant is not. 

Conditions, except impairments, a re  coded by type 
according to the International Classification of Diseases, 
with certain modifications adopted to make the code 
more suitable for a household-interview type survey. 
For survey results for the two years ending June 
30, 1960, the 1955 Revision of the International Clas- 
sification was used. Impairments a re  coded according 
to a special supplementary classification. 

The list at the end of this appendix shows the code 
numbers of the International Classification and special 
supplementary classification of impairments included 
in the condition groups used in this report. 

Surgical operation.-A surgical operation includes 
any cutting or piercing of the skin or  other tissue, 
stitching of cuts  o r  wounds, and setting of fractures 
and dislocations. Deliveries a re  counted a s  operations. 
Injections and transfusions, however, a re  not included, 
nor a re  routine circumcisions. 

Only operations performed in hospitals upon in- 
patients are included. 

Operations a re  classified by type according to a 
condensed version of "Classification Codes for Sur-
gical Operations and Procedures," published by the 
Bureau of Medical Services, Public Health Service, 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Septem- 
ber 1954. 

Demographic, Social, and Economic Terms 

@.-The .age recorded for each person is the 
age at last birthday. Age is recorded in single years 
and grouped in a variety of distributions depending 
upon the purpose of the table. 

-.-Race is recorded as "White," or  "Non-
white." "Nonwhite" includes Negro, American Indian, 
Chinese, Japanese, and so forth. Mexican persons are 
included with "White" unless definitely known to be 
Indian or  other nonwhite race. 

Income of family orof unrelated individuals.-Each 
member of a family is classified according to the total 

I 
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income of the family of which he is a member. Within 
the household all persons related to each other by 
blood, marriage, o r  adoption constitute a family. Un- 
related individuals a r e  classified according to their 
own income. 

The income recorded is the total of all income re- 
ceived by members of the family (or by an unrelated 
individual) in the 12-month period ending with the week 
of interview. Income from all sources is included, e.g., 
wages, salaries, rents from property, pensions, help 
from relatives, and so forth. 

Education of family head or  of unrelated individ- 
&.-Each member of a family is classified accord- 
ing to the education of theheadof the family of which he 
is a member. Within the household all persons related 
to each other by blood, marriage, or adoptionconstitute 
a family. Unrelated individuals areclassified according 
to their own education. 

The categories of educational status show the high- 
est grade of school completed. Only grades completed 
in regular schools, where persons are given a formal 
education, a re  included. A "regular" school is one 
which advances a person toward an elementary o r  high 
school diploma, or  a college, university, o r  professional 
school degree. Thus, education in vocational, trade, or 
business schools outside the regular school system is 
not counted in determining the highest grade of school 
completed. 

Usual activity status.-All persons 6 years old 
or  over are classified according to their usual ac-
tivity status during the 12-month period prior to the 
week of interview. The "usual" activity status, in case 
more than one is reported, is the one at which the 
person spent the most time during the 12-month 
period. 

?he categories of usual activity status are: usually 
working, usually going to school and preschool, usually 

For several reasons 
these categories a re  not comparable with somewhat 
similarly named categories in official Federal labor 
force statistics. First, the responses concerning usual 
activity statusare accepted without detailed questioning, 
since the objective of the question is not to estimate 
the numbers of persons in labor force categories but 
to identify crudely certain population groups which 
may have differing health problems. Second, the figures 
represent the usual activity status over the period of 
an entire year, whereas official labor force statistics 
relate to a much shorter period, usually one week. 
Finally, in the definitions of the specific categories 
which follow, certain marginal groups are classified 
in a different manner to simplify the procedures. 

1. Usually working.-A term applied to an in-
dividual, 17 years of age or  older, who was 
gainfully employed a s  a paid employee, a self- 
employed person, or  a s  a worker in a family 
business for more than half of the 12 months 
prior to the interview. A person who does only 
volunteer or  unpaid work-such as work in h i s  
own home or  work for the church or  community- 
is not considered gainfully employed. .~ 

2. Usually going 	to school and preschool.-This 
group is defined by age. Al l  persons under 
17 years of age fall into this category. Any 
person 17 years old o r  over who reports his 
major activity a s  usually going to school is 
classified as "Other." 

0%. keeping house, retired, and 

3. 	 Usually keeping house includes any activity de- 
scribed as "keeping house" which cannot be 
classified as "working" or  "going to school." 

4. Retired includes persons 45 years old or over 
who consider themselves to be retired. In case 
of doubt, a person 45 years old or  over is counted 
as retired if he, o r  she, has either voluntarily 
o r  involuntarily stopped working, is not looking 
for work, and is not described as "keeping 
house." A retired person may or may not be 
unable to work. 

5. Other includes persons 17 years of age or over 
not classed in any of the other categories. Ex- 
amples of inclusions are: a person who states 
that he spent most of the past 12months looking 
for work or  going to school, a persondoing vol- 
unteer work only, a person under 45 years of 
age who describes himself as "retired" or  
"taking it easy," a person under 45 years of 
age who is described a s  "unable to work," 
or a person 45 years of age or over who 
describes himself as "unable to work" and is 
not "retired." 

Household composition.-Household composition 
defines the individual's relationship to other persons 
within the same household. For this report the defini- 
tion of household composition consists of three cate- 
igories a s  follows: 

1. Living alone,-Persons living in one-member 
households. 

2. 	 Living with nonre1atives.-Persons living in a 
household with another person or  persons, none 
of whom are related to him by blood, marriage, 
or adoption. 

3. 	Living with relatives.-Persons living in a 
household with another person o r  persons, of 
whom one or  more a re  related to him by blood, 
marriage, o r  adoption. 

location of Residence Te.r.m's 

Urban and rural residence.-The definition of ur-
ban and rural areas used in the U. S. National Health 
Survey is the same as  that used in the 1950 Census. 
According to this definition, the urban population com- 
prises all persons living in (a) places of 2,500in-
habitants or  more incorporated as cities, boroughs, 
and villages; (b) incorporated towns of 2,500 inhab- 
itants or more except in New England, New York, 
and Wisconsin, where "Towns" are simply minor civil 
divisions of counties; (c) the densely settled urban 
fringe, including both incorporated and unincorporated 
areas, around cities of 50,000 or more; and (d) un- 
incorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants o r  more out- 
side any urban fringe. The remaining population is 
classified as rural. 

Farm and nonfarm residence.-The rural popu-
lation may be subdivided into the rural-farm popula- 
tion, which comprises all rural residents living on 
farms, and the rural-nonfarm population, which com- 
prises the remaining rural population. 

In deciding whether the members of a household 
reside on a farm or  a ranch, the statement of the 
household respondent that the house is on a farm or  
ranch is accepted, with the following exception. A 
house occupied by persons who pay cash rent for 
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house and yard only is not counted as a farm or  ranch 
even if  the surrounding area is farm land. This special 
case does not cover: (1) the living quarters of a tenant 
farmer who rents farm land as well as house and yard; 
(2) the quarters of a hired’hand who receives living 
quarters on a farm as  part of his compensation; or  
(3) separate living quarters inside a structure which 
is classified as on a farm. In all these cases the 
living quarters are counted as on a farm. 

Region.-The least detailed classification of the 
population by geographic area of residence is provided 
by the grouping of states into four major regions. 
These regions correspond to those used by the Bu-
reau of the Census. They are as follows: 

Region States Included 

Northeast 	 Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 

Region 

Northeast-Con. 

North Central 

south 

W e s t  

States Included 

Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania 

Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 

Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, 

Missouri, North Dakota, 

South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas 

Delaware, Maryland, District of 

Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia, 

North Carolina, South Carolina, 

Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, 

Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, 

Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, 

Texas 

Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, 

Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, 

Utah, Nevada, Alaska, Washington, 

Oregon, California, Hawaii 


49 



International Classification of Diseasescondition for Which Hospitalized 
Code numbers' 

Infective and parasitic diseases 

Malignant neoplasms 

Benign and unspecified neoplasms 

Diabetes mellitus 

Other endocrine, allergic, and metabolic disorders 

Mental and personality disorders 

Inmacranial lesions 

Diseases of the eye 

Other diseases of nervous system and sense organs 

Heart diseases 

Hypertension without heart involvement 

Varicose veins (excluding hemorrhoids) 

Hemorrhoids 

Other circulatory diseases 

Upper respiratory conditions 

Other respiratory conditions 

Ulcer of stomach and duodenum 

Appendicitis 

Hernia 

Diseases of the gallbladder 

Other digestive system conditions 

Male genital disorders 

Female breast and genital disorders 

Other genitourinary conditions 

Deliveries 

Complications of pregnancy and the puerperium 

Diseases of the skin 

Arthritis, all forms 

Other diseases of bones and joints 

Other diseases of the musculoskeletal system 

Fractures and dislocations 

Other current injuries 

All other conditions and observations 
-

001-138, except 083.1, 083.2 

140-205 


210-239 


260-269 


240-259.270-289 

083.1, 083.2, 300-326, 790, X14-Xl9 


330-334 


370-388, XOO-XO5 

340-369, 390-396, 780, 781, XO6-Xl3 


410-443 


444-447 


460, 462 


461 


400-402, 450-456, 463-468, 782 


470-475, 510-517 


480-502, 518-527, 783, X36 


540-542 


550-553 


560, 561 


584-586 


530-539, 543-545, 570-583, 587, 784.785,x35 


610-617 


620-637 


590-609 (620, 621 males), 786, 789, X37, X38 


660, 670-678 


640-652, 680-689 


690-716 


720-725 


730-733, 735. 738 (N800-N829)' 


726-727, 740-744, 787, X20-X34, X70-X89 


N800-N8393 

N840-N999 

All other ICD and "X-Code" numbers 

lConditioos except impairments, are coded according to the Intemational Classification of Diseasesdth certain modifications, and impaimrnts are coded 
according to a special svppkmentary classification referred to as ck .XCode.. Numbers preceded by the letrer "X. refer to this special supplementary clas -
sification. Copiei of this code arc available upon request. If the conditions included in an "ICD' numberareequivalenttothose included in an.XCodc-cate- 
gory, the ICD number i s  not used. 

'With .9in ck 4th digit. 30ther than .9 in the 4th digit. 
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APPENDIX 1 1 1 ~  

QUESTIONNAIRE 
The items below Show the exact content and wording of the  quest ionnaire  used i n  the  household survey. The a c t u a l  

quest ionnaire  i s  designed t o r  a household as a u n i t  and includes a d d i t i o n a l  spaces f o r  reports  on more than one person. 

The National Health Survey is auchorircd by Public Law 652 ofthe 84th CMgteSS (70 slat 489; 42 U.S.C. 301). All infOc&tmuM which 
Q)WFIDEWTIALt would p m i t  identificarion of the i n d i r i d d  r i l l  be held strictly confidentid. r i l l  be used only by persons engaged in dfa&e 

purposes of the runcy, and r i l l  not be disclosed 01rrlessed to ochers fm any other purposes (22 FR 1687). 

U.S DEPARTME& OF COUYERCE 
BUREAU OF M E  CENSUS 

A n b  Collcctin# Ascot for d c  
U S  PUBLIC HEALTHSERVICE 

NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY 
Q l l e s d d e s  -

2. (0)  Addzess a dr .cz ip io .  of location 3. Iden. 
code 

4. S&-
sample
r e i &  

5. -IC k PSU 
N-

7. Segment No. L%rid No. 

I5 RECORDOF CALLS AT HOUSEHOLDS 

16. REASON FOR NOKINTERVIEW 

SI 



Leg -(Hip, upper. kncc. 
lore,. Mklc, loo,) 

ALSO 
u arm. ICE. eye, a c u ,  
state rhclher ONE OK 
Born. 
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1 6  Has my-. in the fomlly - you. you-, .*e. -hod m y  of tk.. cadition. DURING 
THE PAST 12 MONTHS? 

Table I .  ILLNESSES, IMPAIRME TS AND ACCIDENTS I 

FOOTNOTESANDCOWENTS 
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a rd  A 	 Card C Card E Card 0 

N A T I O N A L  H E A L T H  S U R V E Y  	 N A T I O N A L  H E A L T H  S U R V E Y  N A T I O N A L  H E A L T H  S U R V E Y  N A T I O N A L  H E A L T H  S U R V E Y  

-Check L is t  o f  Chronlc  Condl t lons For: 	 For: 

Horkers and o the r  persons except Ch l l d ren  from 6 years o l d  and o the rs  
Housewlves and Chl l d ren  polng t o  school 

1. Asthma o r  hay fever  14.  Any other  chronic  stomach 
2. Tuberculos is  	 t r oub le  1. Cannot work a t  . a l l  a t  present. 1. Cannot go t o  school a t  a l l  a t  .. Confined t o  the house a l l  the t ime, 

present time. 	 except3 .  Chronic b r o n c h i t i s  15. Kidney stones o r  ch ron ic  	 i n  emergencies. 
2 .  Can work but  l i m i t e d  i n  amount o r  

u. Repeated a t tacks  of s inus kidney t r o u b l e  k ind o f  work. 	 2.  Can go t o  school but  l i m i t e d  t o  !. Can go outs ide but  need the he lp  
t r o u b l e  	 16. A r t h r i t i s  o r  rheumatism c e r t a i n  types of schools o r  i n  of another person i n  g e t t i n g  

5 .  Rheumatic fever  ii. Prostate t r o u b l e  3 .  Can work but  l i m i t e d  i n  k ind o r  school attendance. 	 around outside. 
6. Hardening of the a r t e r i e s  1 8 .  Diabetes 	 amount of outs ide ac t i v i t . i es .  
7. High blood pressure 19. Thyrold t r o u b l e  o r  g o i t e r  	 3 .  Can go t o  school but  l i m i t e d  i n  I. Can go outs ide alone but  have 

I.Hot l i m i t e d  i n  any of these ways. E.  Heart t r o u b l e  20. Any a l l e r g y  	 other  a c t i v i t i e s .  t roub le  i n  g e t t i n g  around f r e e l y .  
9. St roke 	 2 1 .  Epi lepsy 

4. Not l i m i t e d  i n  any of these ways. I .Not l i m i t e d  i n  any of these ways. 0. Trouble w i t h  var icose ve ins  22 Mental o r  nervous t roub le  
1. Hemorrhoids o r  p i l e s  23. Tumor o r  cancer, cys t  o r  
2 :  	 Chronic ga l l b ladder  o r  l i v e r  growth 

t roub le  24. Chronic s k i n  t roub le  
3 .  Stomach u l c e r  '25. Hernia o r  rupture 

a rd  B 	 :ard D Card F Card H 

N A T I O N A L  H E A L T H  S U R V E Y  	 N A T I O N A L  H E A L T H  S U R V E Y  N A T I O N A L  H E A L T H  S U R V E Y  N A T I O N A L  H E A L T H  S U R V E Y  

Check L l s t  o f  Selected ImDaIrments 
For: Housewife For: Ch i l d ren  under 6 years o l d  Family Income du r ing  past I 2  montha 

1.  Deafness,or ser ious t roub le  w i t h  hearing 
I. Cannot keep house a t  a l l  e t  present 1. cannot take par t  a t  a l l  i n  ord inary,  1. under 5500 ( Inc lud ing  l oss )  

2 .  Serious t roub le  w i t h  seeing, even w i t h  glasses 	 play w i t h  other  ch i l d ren .  
?.Can keep house but l i m i t e d  i n  amoun 	 2.  5500 - 5999 

1 .  Condi t ion present s ince b i r t h ,  such as c l e f t  pa la te  o r  c lub  or k ind of housework. 2. can p lay w i t h , o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  but  
3 .  	 $1,000 - 51,999

f O O t  	 l i m i t e d  i n  amount o r  k ind of p lay.
I .  Can keep house but  l i m i t e d  i n  out- 

4. 	 52.000 - 52.999 
&.Stammering o r  o ther  t r o u b l e  w i t h  speech 	 s ide a c t i v i t i e s .  4. Not l i m i t e d  i n  any of these ways. 

5. 	 53.000 - 53,999
5 .  Missing f i nge rs ,  hand, or arm 	 i. Not l i m i t e d  i n  any of these ways. 

6. 	 54,000 - 54.999 
I. Missing toes, l o o t ,  o r  l eg  

7. 	 55,000 - 56,999
I . Cerebral pa lsy 

E. 	 57,000 - $9,999
3 .  Para lys i s  of any k ind 

9. $10.000 and over 
9 .  Repeated t roub le  w i t h  back o r  spine 

I .  	Any permanent s t i f f n e s s  or de fo rm i t y  of the foo t ,  leg, 
f i nge rs ,  arm or back 
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